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PREFACE, 


"Ret the demand may generally be reaſonadle, 
that nothing ſhould appear in print but what by its 
intrinſic excellency could claim the right of perp=inity 
and attract the attention of thoſe, who never will t» 
read without an expectation to learn ; yet as particular 


affetion will often ſtamp a high price on thing of _ 
ſmall value, ſo this may ſometimes be the caſe with print». 


ed publications, 


The author of the following Sermons, who really 
compoled and delivered them in ſome of the Lutheran 
churches of this and New—Jerſey State, had too much 


. judgment and modeſty, to intend them for the preſs : yet 


that his parents now preſent the public with them, ſince 
to their unſpeakadle grict this excellent and godly youth 
is beyond the reach of praiſe or reprehenſion, who but a 
character of an evil eyc and of an unfeeling heart would 
ſcorn the appearance of meditations, which are intend- 
ed to be both monuments of early piety and inſtruments 
of wiping away a parental tear ? 


The author of theſe S:zrmons, whoſe parents are 
not in a line which naturally would lead them to give 
their children a liberal education, was ſent to a gram- 
mar-{chool and afterwards to Columbia-College at his 
own unrelenting and irreſiſtible requeſt: a requeſt, 


which ſeemed myſterious and unaccountable, His uni- 


torm and unchangeable declaration from his infancy 
was, that he wiſhed to become a miniſter of the gol- 
pel. That an early inclination of this kind often bears 
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7 PREFACE. 


a doubtful afpcA is well known. The talents of a pe- 
piltar preacher are often extolled in the hearing of an 
ambitions child ; but 2 ncarer infpe&tion of the condt- 
ti5h and cireumitances of the clerical order foon arreſts 
the progreſs of fuch a delire, particularly in this coun- 
try, and leads to a choice, where ſelf-love finds its more 
Permanent intereſt, But Mr. Van Buſkick was never 
tempted with a moment of irreſolution on this head. 
A contradiciion ſtriking at this his favorite plan, alone 
gave him pain, from whatever quarter it came: in 
eyery thing ciſe, I freely conftels I have never feen a 
youth, who could bear contradiction better. He had 
beſides, particular difficulties to cope with, His pa- 
rents are members of a congregation, where a language 
is uſed, of which young people, born in this country, 
can only become maſters by indefatigable application, 
for which applicaticn, however,. means are provided, 
of which ſuch, as honor their parents, avail themſelves. 
with tolerable ſucceſs. But Mr. Van Bulkirk's parents 
not being of German,. but of low Dutch extraction, 


- Had never been uſ:d to make the German language the. 
vehicle of their domeſtic converſation, and my young, 


Friend, therefore, was ſent toEnzlilh ſchools alone. But 
Alial affeion made him often join Nis parents in their 
Public worſhip, though a continuance in that commu- 
mion with reipe&t to him was at firſt not intended, 
When he entered the junior claſs of Columbia College, 
he began to ſtudy the Hebrew language with me, with 
| a view to continue his theological findies, after having 


Aniſhed the academical courſe, with an epiſcopalian 


clergyman. I approved ef his intention and never 
Hinted to him a wiſh, that he might change his reſoia- 


tion, though from that time he became a conſtant hearer. 


Among, us, 


There is not a great difference in point of doQtrine: 
in all the pr oteſtant churches. I rue piety twiſts the. 


tie of brotherly love, commanded as the royal law b 
our common maſter, not congregational union, Wit 
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PREFACE. v 


the church of England, however, the Lutherans have 
and ever had a cloſer conneQtion, than with others, 
owing to a more perfect ſimilarity in church-govern- 


ment, feſtival days, ceremonies, and even ſome parti- 


culars in doctrine. "The epiſcepalian church, indeed, 
does not call itſelf after Luther's name : but even the 
church, called the Lutheran, has not that name by legal 
and public ſantions. In public aQs it is called the 
evangelical church. Henry VIII. who began the re- 
formation in England, had previouſly himſelf written a 
book againſt Luther, and was not able, after having 
changed his religious opinions, entirely to eradicate a 
deeply rooted animoſity againſt an old antagoniſt, who 


in an{weringhis book had only made uſe of the then com=., 
mon conteoverſial ſtile. But the reformed church of En- - 
gland was afterwards under Edward VI, and Queen 


Elizabeth ſo modeled and modified, that it bore the near- 
eſt relation to the church eſtabliſhed in Sweden, Den- 
mark, Saxony, Pruflia, Hanover, Wurtemberg, &c. 
The Lutherans have biſhops, ſuperintendents, ſeniors and 
inſpetors. The thirty nine articles fully agree With 
the Auguitan confeſſion and every Lutheran can fub- 
ſcribe them. The two German chaplains at St. James's 
uſe a German tranſlation of the Engliſh liturgy. The 


king of Great-Britain,, as a Lutheran, is the head of - 


the church of Hanover, and one of his princes on this 
account is entitled to the biſhopric of Oſnabrug. At 
the acceſſion of George the I. the agreement of both 
churches was, by a conference of Engliſh and German 
divines inveſtigated into and pronounced to be as per- 
tect as poſlible,, which removed the doubts of this king, 
who is ſaid to have declared, that he would not renounce 
his religion for a crown, The biſhops of London, 
therefore, have never made a difficulty to ordain Lu- 
theran divines, when called to congregations, whiclt 
on account of being connected with Engliſh epiſcopa- 


lians, made this ordination requiſite. Thus by biſhops ' 


of London the following Lutheran miniſters were or- 


dained ; Bryſclius, Pet, Muklenberg, Liling, Hauſcal,, 
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and " The laſt mentioned was called after 
having obtained this ordination, to an Evangelical Lu- 
theran congregation in the Margraviate of Anſpach in 
Germany. For reaſons obyious to ſome of the readers. 
Of theſe ſheets, T have only to add, that I have theſe 
twenty four years, that is, as long as I have inſtructed 
ſtudents of divinity for my church, uniformly and con- 
ſtantly held out this and no other language to them, and 
that it was in conſequence of this ſubſiſting union, that 
the evangelical Lutheran conſiſtory, held at Rhinebeck 


on the firlt of September, 1797, entered the following 
reſolution: ot 


« 'That on account of an intimate conneGion ſubliſt- 
ing between the Engliſh Epiſcopalian and the Lutheran 
churches ; and the identity of their dotrine and near 
alliance of their church diſcipline, this conſiſtory will 
never acknowledge a new erected Lutheran church, 
merely Engliſh, in places, where the members may 


partake of the ſervice of the ſaid Englith epiſcopal 
church.” 


To return to my deceaſed young friend, he, aQtuated 
by a degree of filial reverence to his parents, which in 
my opinion can hardly be excecded, joined at laſt con- 
ftantly their place of worſhip, and having there recetv- 
<d impreſſions, diſcoverable by a devotion and attention, 
which will never be forgotten by thoſe who obſerved 
him, came to a firm reſolution to ferve his Lord ana 
Matiter, in that communion where he fo powerfully had 
manifeſted himſelf to him. He from this time ſtudied 
with great application the German language, became a 
 communicant of the church, and at the ſame time the 
pattern of all the young people in the congregation, and 
the joy and tacit admiration of his parents and nume- 
rous relations. His condu&t was as exemplary and 
pleaſing in attending his leQtures in College, where he 
never grieved any of his teachers, in converſation. 
with his fellow ſtudents and in his deportment 1n com- 
mon life, as in the church. With tears glittering in 145 
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PREFACE. vii 


eyes, Which it would be impoſſible for my heart ever 
to forget, he begged of me but a month betore his death, 
to continue my inſtructions, and not to think him ca- 
pable of future ingratitude. An event, with which he 
was entirely unconnected, had nearly fixed in my mind 
a reſolution, to diſcontinue all endeavours and labours 
with ſtudents of divinity. A few only render my reflec- 
tion on paſt labour agrecable. I had repeated my ad- 
vice, therefore, to chooſe a teacher who would not re- 
quire two languages ; but I ſoon found reaſon to repent 
of this hint. Seeing, oy tecling fuch a ſeriouſneſs in 


his reſolution, I repeared my promiſes to continue my 
inſtruions with pleaſure. 


Alas! I ſoon found his declaration was not only the 
effuſion of piety, but it appeared to be of a prophetical 
nature. He is now among the ſpirits, made perfe&, 
and more capable of appreciating the religious know- 
ledge, he ſo eagerly imbibed, than he would have been, 
had his conſtant wiſh been literally granted 10 him, to 
be a miniſter of the goſpel on earth. Some ſuch pre- 
cious ſouls our Lord delights to have them tranſlated ts 
his preſence at an early ſtage of life, for reaſons which 


a glorious eternity will develope. "They ſerve him at 
the altar not made with hands, 


His laſt hours were edifying to the higheſt degree. 
During his ſickneſs, which laſted only a week, and was 


of a plethoric kind, he appeared to me to reſemble the. 


ſuffering lamb of God—never complaining, and with a 
tender look beholding his friends. At receiving the 
ſacrament of the Lord's Supper, after the uſual prepa- 
ration, he ſaid, ©] feel deeply humbled.” With tot- 
tering lips and a forced ſound, he defired from his mo- 
ther yet the favour to exhort ſome perſons to unanimity 
and brotherly love. From the firſt moment of his ſick- 


neſs, he expected ſoon to be with the Lord, and he ſoon 


attained his aim. F 
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1887: PREFACE. | 
My dear departed friend, my crown and my Joy on | 
the great day, whom to have inſtructed, is now my 
'moſt pleaſing and favorite refleion, when ſuch a re- 
inembrance in reſpe& to ſome others muſt create me 
pain—thou haſt had but little labour, and haſt gotten unts 
thee much reſt. Thou workedlt thy work betimes, and 
it reſted with the Lord, whom thou conſtantly loved(t, 


at what time he. would give thee thy reward. 
JOHN C. KUNZE, D. D. 
Profeſſor of the Oriental Languages in C:lumbie 


College, and Senior of the Lutheran Clergy in : 
the State of New York. 


New YoRx, Noy. the toth, 1797- 
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On Epn. v. 15, 16, 


See, then, that ye walk ctreumſpectly ; not as _ | 
fools, but as wiſe. 4M 
Redeeming the time, becauſe the days are evil. 


= ic 


MSP. 7, 


4 T is a circumſtance truly affecting when | 
: we conſider the natural ſtate of man : for , 
” 1t brings into recollection the ſinful and cor=- 
* rupted ſtate we are in by birth, and the evil , 
: Propenfities we are daily diſpoled to pur- 
' ue. Itis of the utmoſt importance to know | 


what we are by nature, that we may difco- 
ver the impropricty of our conduct, and the . 
innumerable conſequences reſulting there- 
from. » For it 1s well known from obſerva- 
tion and experience that man 1s inclined to 
do evil, and delights infinitely more to be 


: 
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engaged in the pleaſures and purſuits of the 
_ world, than in thoſe which are of a {piri- 
- tual and divine nature, _—” 
The Apoſtle exprefly affirms that ſuch a 
natural man walketh according to the courſe 
. of this world, having 1s converſation in 
the Juſts of the fleſh, fulfilling the defires 
of the mind. This points out what the 


courle and conduct of man is, in a natural 


and unregenerate ſtate ; and to this ſource 
we may attribute numberleſs dangers and 
calamities. For in a ſtate of nature man 1s 
dead in treſpaſſes and fin, of conſequence 
an alien to the love and friendſhip of God, 
Remaining then in this condition he muſt 
exped to be deprived of that everlaſting life 
and-olory, which are reſerved for thoſe that 
| fear God, and obey his blefſed will. But 
would we wiſh to be extricated from the 
unfruitful works of darkneſs which attend 
the natural man, and be in the favor and pro- 
tection of the Supreme Being ; would we al- 
ſo guard againſt the ſurrouncing evils with 
which the world is replete, and direct ous 
attention to more | important objects than 
"His life affords, we fully ſtand in need of 
nd ſhould follow the admonition in the 
xt : See then that ye walk circumſpectly, 


:0t as fools but as wit, redeeming the time 
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SERMON Lux. ; 


3 becauſe the days are evil. Theſe words evi- 

dently ſhew the means how to avoid the | 
ways and actions of the children of difobe- 
dience, and conſequently the neceſſity of a 
| moral life. It ſhall therefore be my inten- 
* tion in this evening's diſcourſe, to draw 
' yourattention, to the duties, of a moral lite 


I. Of a moral life itfelr. 
I. The neceſtity. of it. 
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G I. What the words in our text moſt ob- i 
þ viouſly ſuggeſt, and which duties are parti- 
' * cularly required in a moral life, are firtt ex- | 
" } preſled by * walk circumſpectly.” In the. | 
* 5 ideaof circumſpect walking we may eatily f 
* 2 diſcover that particular care and attention Þ} 
? 3s required in order to avoid the evils of the 
- world, and to a& the part of a true Chrif- 
tian. For if we know that God has given 
" 2 to man directions for the regulation of his 
7; : conduct which are contrary to the general 
> inclination of man, it 1s neceſſary to walk 
| F with the utmoſt care, or Tather with accu- 
c racy,in order to counteract our own evil pro- 
 * penſities, andthe temptations of the world. 


1. In this part of the Apoſtles admonition: 
lee then that ye walk circumſpecatly, are two 
things indiſpenſibly neceffary before it can 
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4 SERMON [. 


be ſaid that this | part of the injuncti- 
on is fulfilled, Theſe are_ not offend- 
ing our God and our neighbour. In refleCt- 
ing that we are continually receiving bleſ[- 
ings from God, and this when we are leaſt 
_ deſerving of them, It 15 our duty to endea- 
vornot to offend him on any occaſion. Not to 
incur the diſpleaſure of the Supreme Being 
1s the firſt care of a traly circumſpect man, 
and to obey his will and commandments 
is his conſtant aim, We are to be engaged 
in every duty which are not only priſed 
in the cxprels commandments but which 
may be even pleaſing in his ſight. Make 
you perfect, ſays the Apoſtle in every good 
-work ta do his will, doing that which is 
well pleaſing in his fight. Tt is not ſufh- 


Cient that we have our minds fixed alone. 


upon the pertormance of poſitive InNJunc- 
tions, but we mult be filled with gratitude 
and affection, ſo as to ſtimulate us to purſue, 
inveſtigate, and prove what 1s not only the 
perfect, but alſo the good and acceptable 
will of God. Even to do thoſe things, 
which, if I may uſe the expreflion, reſt 
upon probability ; ; that is, our willingneſs 
and readineſs ruſt extend ſo far, as to avoid 
things, which potlbl might be oltenive 
to him. 
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SERMON I. 5 


2. The ſecond part of this performance, 
as it reſpects our neighbour, 1s contained in 
either of the three ſubſequent relations---as 
it concerns his property, perſon, reputa- 
tion, or whateyer clſe may in any way af- 


fe&t him. It is our duty, and trueſt inte- 


reſt to a\i{t our fellow men, at all times 
poſſible, in the preſervation of their lives 
and poſſeſiions, and to guard againſt the 
wrongs and violence which may beoffered 
by mankind. Were we to offer ſuch inju- 
ries, or permit others to offer them, we 
ſhould violate the poſitive commandments 
of God, *©* Thou ſhalt not kill, thou ſhal: 
not ſteal.” This is what may reſpe& our 


neighbours externally. But let us attend. 
more cloſely to the latter, which 1s particu-. 


larly contained in the idea of offending man, 
which 1s his reputation. , Every member 
belonging to human ſociety: 1s entitled to a 
degree of eſteem: among t 

tures, and even 1n order to avoid unneceſſa- 


ry provocations, we ought to: extend ſuch 


eſteem above the merits of individuals, or 
their ſituation in life, . We ſhould: be cau- 
tious, as Chriſtians, to leffen the reputation 
of our neighbours ; for there is nothing, 
generally ſpcaking, more difficult to ac- 


quire, and more valuable to its poſleſior, 


is fellow crea. 
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It 1s preferable to ll other worldly acquiſt- 
tions, and in the language of Solomon, 
Rather to be choſen than great riches ;* an 
acquiſition ſo alluring to men as to be their 
chiet object. Upon the credit which we 


Jufily merit among men depends the prot- 


-perity, comforts, |and all the accommoda- 
tions of life, even life itfelf. Tt may be en- 
quired by ſome, ſince ſuch caution 1s to be 
uſed in order to |preferve our reputation, 
what may. be the evil practices by which 
it may be abuted? A man's reputation 
may be impaired by falſe reports, declaring 
things which arife|/fromenvy, dr pretend led 
1njuries received. By cenforiouſnels, which 
1s the ſource of all calumny, as detraction, 
itander, evil ſpeaking, raſh judgment, Garaw- 
ins concluftons fem improper premiſes, 
and others equally deteſtable to a religious 
breatt, ' Sutuce '1t| to fay, that whatever 
they may be, and in whatever degree they 
are practiſed, they are Rot aliftan _ 
ing inconfiſtent with the protethion of 
Chriſtian. They are in direct- Sfition 
to that great commandment of our blcſied 
Saviour, which contains the ſum” of our 
duty to man, ** Love thy neighbour as thy- 


ſelf. -To avoid then falling into extremes 


in our condut, we muſt conform ourlelvyes 


<< 


SERMON: TI. 7 
ſtrialy to the law of charity, Severe cen- 
ſures, unjuſt ſuſpicions, 'unguarded hypo- 
theſes, forming the worſt conſtruction upon 
the words and actions of our neighbour, 
and propenſities of a ſimilar nature muſt be 
eradicated from the mind. For the Apoſtle 
aflirms that ** Charity thinketh no evil,” re- 
joiceth not in iniquity, heareth, believeth, 
hopeth, and endurcth all things. ” When the _ 
charity of any perſon 1s calle in queſtion it | 
iS Our indiſpenſable duty: to be inclined to. 
fancy the beſt, to judge and ſpeak of their Þ 
actions in the moſt favourable manner: - 
Acting otherwiſe is reje&ing the admoni- * 
tion of our Saviour, © Judge not that ye be 
not judged.” It is deſtroying the gracious 
intention of the coſpel, : which 1s to create _ 
and citabliſh love to God, concord and 
unanimity among mankind. 

3. What the Apoſtle farther con filers as 
neceſſary to a moral hte 1s walking wiſely, 
Nut as fools but as wiſe. Here you obſerve 
are two characters, and theſe widely differ-= 
ent in their nature and conduct, 1e tool 
iſh, or unwiſe, we may define: to be:men, |} 
who ſcem to have drowned the r_- of | 


their reaſon,” and con wito' do not | 


I in any of their tranſa&tions, govern their - 
: paſſions. This cuincides with the deferip- 


8. SERMON; I. 


tion given in words ſubſequent to that of the 
text, Wherefore be not unwiſe, but under- 
ſtanding what the will of the Lord is. "That 
they, by being ſubject to the rage of paſſion, 
do in reality deſpiſe God, the Apoltle evi- 
dently ſhews: for they are called * the chil- 
dren of diſobedience *; they are ſuch * whoſe 
actions and words in ſecret are ſhameful, 
| who are engaged in all things that are to be 
 reproved and made manifeit.” | 


Now the reverſe of all this, is -the cha- e 


rater of the wife. Inſtead of being deſti- 
tute of the uſe and influence of his reaſon, 
he fully enjoys it; which leads him to diſco- 
ver his way, and order all his affairs with 
diſcretion. He foreſees what will be the 
courte of human conduct, and therefore a- 
voids numberleſs dangers and calamities. 
A wiſe pexfon is not only favored with that 
knowledge, which enables him to perceive 
what is and 1s not to be done, according to 
circumſtance, time and place, but alſo what 
may tend to the beſt end. When the words 
and cofiverſation of a fooliſh perſon are un- 


becoming and vain, thoſe of the wiſe are 


profitable, and ſpiritually direfed, for they 
have * no fellowſhip with the unfruitful 
works of darkneſs, but are filled with the 


ſpirit,” They have that wiſdom from aboye 
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which St. . James calls pure, Peaceable, 
gentle, eaſy to be intreated, full of mer- 
cy and good works, without partiality 6 
and without hypocriſy. This is the cha- 
racer of the wile. Let us then as chriſtians 
endeavor to merit the character, and walk 
wiſely, as children of the light. 

It muſt appear evident that a moral li'e 
not only requires circumſpettion and wil- 
dom in our conduct, but equally enjoins us 
to pay a due reſpect to time, Redeeming the 
time, ſays the inſpired writer, Now redeem- 
ing here carries the idea of purchaſing, f 
Things which we purchaſe, we eſteem, and * | | 
what we give for them we value leſs. But 
- can this be effected in regard to time ? Moſt i! 
, certainly it can. Let us value time- as the 
5 


molt precious thing. Let us ſacrifice many 
pleaſures to gain time, Let us embrace and | 
improve every opportunity and means of di- 1 
recting it to the beſt advantage poſhble. It j 
1s to be taken as a Metaphor trom the mer- | 
chants, who frequently part with their plea- | 
ſure for gain: and ſo ſhould we deny our _ 
own eaſe and pleaſure -m order to gain ſea- 
ſons of improviag the time and doing good. 
Motives equally forcible to the performance 

of this duty lay in the conlideration of its _ 
brevity, For time in whatever {cnle 1t may. 
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be viewed is of ſech importance, as cannot 
too often employ our molt ſerious medita- 
tion. Were men more frequently to reflect 
on the nature of time, with what progreſ- 
ſion it advances, and when paſt with what 
{wiftneſs it flies, they would become ſenſi- 
ble of its ſhort duration, and prompted with 


the greateft zeal and ardos to redeem it. 
Time is again to be conſidered, as the moſt 


valuable thing in life; but it appears from 


the conduct of men, that it is conſidered in 
alight, which 1s quite the reverſe of it. For 
the generality throw it away with thought=- 
leſs profuſion, either in vicious or unprofit- 
able purpoſes. Yet ſhould we collect the 
numberleſs /ma// portions which we have 


thus waſted in one, and conſtder it as a part | 


of the time which 1s alloted for our conti- 
nuance in this life, we ſhould diſcover its 


value, and the propriety of improving the 


preſent moment. We ſhould then only be 
atuated with a firm reſolution of being en- 
oaged for the future in ſervices of more im- 
portance. Again, to Redeem time, tis re- 


quiſite we fhould know that for the time 


loſt we are ref ponſible. For we were favor- 
ed by the Supreme Being with the various 
faculties of both foul and body, not to let 


them remain dormaat and uncultivated ; but 


"i bs 
. 0 
"Ty 
= 
ff 
< 


_ « 


& '* »W ww a EH be | | 


SS FE CP WW 1 Q MMO 27 


_- 6. as AS Fe: ns 


& 


: 


\ 


SS) 


v 
: 


K 


% 


SERMON 1, MT 


that we ſhould employ them to ſome uſeful 
and laudable purpoſes. _ 65 


: 


IF. Having thus. unfolded the words of 
the Apoſtles exhortation I ſhall now proceed 
to ſhew the Neceſſizy of ſuch acondutt, This 
is derived from, and founded upon thetrea- 
ion here given, * becauſe the days are evil.” 

It cannot be ſuppoſed that this afſertion 
of the Apoſtle aroſe from a conviction that 


: theſe days were evil in reality, that is to ſay, 


intended to be fo by the Almighty ; but that 
they merit this appellation from certain ex 
ternal circumſtances. For let us recollect 
that at the creation all things were pronoun- 


- ced © very good.” And as we find that man 


| in particular in God's plan was formed af 


\ 7 ter his own image, we may from this con- 
2 clude that every part of the creation was in- 
” tended by their author to. be dire&ed and 
+ appropriated to every laudable performance, 


Now our ſimilarity with God does not 


conſiſt in the outward form, but ſolely in 
© the nature of the ſoul. This is endowed 


2 with two faculties, underſtanding and will, 


which we cannot by any means ſuppoſe 
were implanted in us for no purpoſe, or 
with the intention to be engaged-1t» oppoſi= 


tion to the divine will, $ > 
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Conſidering the circumſtances in this 
Iight, we cannot diſcover the days to be, 
and in a ſtrict ſenſe denominate them, evil. 
But let us view them in an oppoſite repre- 
fentation and we ſhall then ſee why the A- 
poſtle gives them this epithet. 

The days may be pronounced evil when 
we conſider, and view the general conduct 
of the world, and behold what perſecution 
and temptation the followers of Chriſt eve- 
ry where and continually endure. How they 
are objects of malice, falſe accuſations, re- 
proach, contempt and all of ſuch like ſcenes 
of ungodlineſs, The days are evil becauſe 
of the temptations with which thoſe wha 
fear and ſerve God are daily ſurrounded. 


 'The devil and his concomitants are ever ca- 


ger to tempt men to fin by ſetting before 
them baits and allurements, all manner of 
vice painted in the moſt enticing colours, -- 
puffing up the ambitious with expectations 
of honor, enticing the covetous with hopes 


_ of gain, alluring the voluptuous with p1oſ- 


pects of pleaſure, thus endeavoring by eve- 
ry artifice and ftratagem to draw them off 
from the ſervices and duties they owe te 
God, their neighbour and themfelves, ang 
this meerly to ſerve him as the prince of 


, 
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Some of the chief temptations which 
compoſe the evil of the day are the princt- 
ples which are embraced by wicked and 
ungodly men, who are enemies to the crols 
of Chriſt. The affertion of the Apoſtle 1s 
truly verificd in the preſent Age, for in pro- 
portion to the knowledge which men have 
in natural and revealed rehgion, there has 
been no age in which more vice, irreligion, 
and more infidelity has been diſplayed, than 
1N our own, : 

Do we not daily find men who 'have 
more or leſs the principles of deiſm, which 
if not in their profeſſion, are clearly mant- 
teſt in their conduct. For they are continu- 
ally endeavoring to undermine the founda- 
tions of Chriſtianity by following the light 
of nature merely, rejecting the holy ſcrip- 
tures, ſuppoſing them not genuine, and un- 
neceſſary to their ſalvation, forming a ſyft- 
em of themlelves trom the dictates of con- 
icience, whether right or wrong, withing 
to model a ſyſtem which is adapted to their 
own vicious propenſities, rather than to fol- 
low pure revelation, the true ſtandard of un. 
corrupted reaſon, 

Theſe are ſome of the circumſtances 
which ſtamp the days as evil, and againſt 
which 1t is neceflary we ſhould guard, by 

B | 


-- +4 wd 


_ er wt, m—— - > CCIEETRS. We <_—— — WR WW 
- : 


by SERMON if 


putting in praRtice the admonition of which 
our text 18 compoſed © Walk circumſpect- 
| 1y not as fools, but as wiſe, redeeming the 
_ time.” And would we avoid the conſe- 


quences ; it 1s our indiſpenſible duty, and 


abtolutely requiſite that we ſhould walk c:7- 
cumſpectly, turning, as the proverb expreſ- 
ies It, neither to the right hand nor to the 
left. 1/ oþ 

How becoming, therefore, to a wiſe man 
is it to walk wilely, |to|be ever on his guard 
. againſt tuclr leducers, | for ſays the Apoſtle 
\ they are ** the children of diſobedience, be 
ye not theretore partakers with them.” 

"The cvils which will be attendant on our 
negle&t of this duty. will be fuch as will at- 
faredly taint our conduct, and aftect our 
happineſs. They will corrupt our conduct, 
for if we do not: refift theſe evil tempta- 
\ tiens, if we Go not Keep our -minds from 
imbibing ſuch deſtructive principles; but 
permit them to have accets m our minds, 
the depravation will \inot only be in our 
' principles but communicated and diſcover- 
 edin all our ways and practices. But can we 


iuppole that they will terminate here ; cha- 

rity will-not perimitius; for if aur princt- 
_ * | —_ © . . 

ples and practice are: corrupted 1t 16 very 


; Fe Be 
natural and reaſonable to conchuae that they 
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will ſo influence our whole conduct as to 
affe&t our happineſs both ' temporal and 
eternal. In this life it deprives us of the 
love and gratitude which we owe to' God, 
and his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and moſt certainly 
in a future ſtate of exiſtence it will deprive 
us of the everlaſting rewards reſerved for 
all thole who love and joyfully comply 
with his blefled will. 

From theſe conſiderations you may plain= 
ly perceive the oppolition which chriſtians 
meet with in this life, and the neceſlity of 
fulfilling the dutics which are enjoined in 
the text in order to merit the chriſtian cha- 
racter. | 74 

I ſhall now offer a few obſervations for 
your further meditation, and improyement. 
You know my reſpected hearers, for it has 
no doubt been remarked by you, that the 
ſcriptures reprefent the chriſtiaw life, as a 
lite of activity, in which all the: powers 
both corporal and mental are called into 
action : For this is a ſtate of trial and pro- 
bation, and therefore many. contrarieties to 
be encountered and duaties performed. 

As the utmoſt circumfpection and dili- 
gence 1s to be obſerved forthe regulation of 
our conduct, and promotion of our happi- 


neſs; it plainly follows that jdlencſs and 
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oth are vices the moſt degrading to Saman 
pature, and inconfiftent with our hopes of 
heaven. T hey are the ſources of innume- 
rable evils, ſhame, poverty, mental and 
bodily infirmitics and various other calami- 
ties are their moſt natural and Certain atten= 
dants. 

Relinquiſh then theſe promoters of vice 
and deſtroyers of virtue ; neglect not to im- | 
prove the talents committed to your charge ; 
be diligent in accomplithing the dutics 
which the apoſtle directs you to, for they 
will aid the great work of your falvation. 

This is the vineyard of your Lord, in which 
all of you, my beloved, have duties afligned. 
Be not then tound idle by the great Maſter 
of it, neither at the third, the fixth,, nor 
the eleventh hour ; for remember the more 
induſtrious you are in advancing the king- 
dom of God here, the greater.will be the 
reward of your labours hereafter. Fur- 
ther, 

_ As you are to preſeve a moral conduct by 
onarding on the one hand againſt inactivity 

_ and indolence, - {o on the other againſt in- 
conſideration and raſhneſs ; for human na- 
ture is as liable to fall into one extreme as 
the other. Let reaſon therefore hold a place 
in your breaſts and be your chief guide, for 
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it will ever teach you moderation. It will 
ever direct you never to proceed to form 
* your judgment of and act againſt another 
without great caation, without thorough 
conſideration. © ee 
It is for the want of conſideration, that 
men ſo frequently ſpeak and act to their 
ſhame and diſgrace ; 10 offcn run into Cr- 
ror and vice. "JF-\ 2 
Revolve and examine theſe confiderati- 
ons thoroughly in your minds, and you will 
alluredly perceive the propriety ' of attend- 
to them, and regulating your life accord- 
ingingly. Let them ſtir you up to exert 
yourſelves like men, likejchriſtians, 7» 
© Awake ye that ſleep, and arife from the 
bed of floth. Engage in the ditties you are 
called upon_ to pertorm. © Be watchful be _ 
diligent. Be caretul in the portion of time 
which 1s given you. See that ye diſtribute 
it with attention and care and improve the 
opportunities which are gontinually offered 
by providence.” | LE 2 
Learn my beloved ' brethren from what 
has been offered to turn your attention to 
repentance, and fincerely engage in the 
bleſſed work of an early converſion.  De- 
lay not this great and neceſfary work of 
your falvation, Think not to defer it to 
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jome future period and opportunity, if any 
ther may* be ; either till the vigour of 
youth, 1s exhauſted, or fickneſs or old age 
Tuthes upon you, but be perſuaded of the 
propriety and utility of commencing the 
practice of it to day. ** Now is the accept- 
ed time, now 1s the day of falyation.” 
You know not what the term of your 
lite 1s, and therefore ignorant of any ſea- 
ion in which you may be more profitably 
engaged 1n this duty than in the preſent. 
Ot tuturity, my brethren, you cannot diſpoſe. 
Time is in the hands of the Almighty, and 
we muſt be deprived of the enjoyment of 
_ It when his wiſdom 1ces proper. Let us 
therefore, not ſufter the preſent time to be 
waſted in frivolous enjoyments ; but attend 
$:o the Uiſcharge of the religious duties 
which weowe to God our Creator, and 
Chriſt our Redeemer. TI belecch you to 
make yourſelves ſenſible of the ſhortneſs of 
life, the certainty of your death, and 1ts 
uncertainty with reſpe& of time. | Daily 
examples of mortality occur, vw hich are 
ſuftictent proofs that death 1s not remote. 
) from each of us. We ſhould on this ac- 
count be circumſpet, and uſe the utmoit 


wiſdom in redeeming the time, | 
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We ſee no age exempted from it. The 


infant in the cradlc,---the blooming youth 


and decrepit old age, all muit ſubmit to 
their common enemy, all experience the 
important event. Allow yourſelves then 
leifure to reflect on theſe things, and as you 
advance in life, ſtudy to, improve both in 
good principles and in good practices, By 
ſo doing you will enjoy in this life unut- 
terable peace and comfort, and in the life 
to come be crowned with a blefſed ummor- 
tality. Amen. 7 
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Therefore if any man be in Chriſt, he is @ new 
creature ; old things are paſſed away ; bee 
' hold, all things are become new. 


Th 1s$_ a maxim founded on experience, 
that men boaſt too much in the poſlet- 
fion of ſome moral qualities. And it is to 
be lamented, that, among all denominations 
_of Chriſtians, there are ſuch, who merely 
by doing ſome generous and moral actions, 
think to have attained a ſufficient title to 
the claſs and dignity of the virtuous. Men 
_ of this rank, though they are deſtitute of 
thole virtues and internal qualities, which 
characteriſe a chriſtian; yet in the view of 
the world, receive the higheſt merit, and 
are reſpected as religious men. 

But if we attend to the general courſe of 
the world, and examine minutely-the moral 
tate of tuch men in their natural condition, 
_ we {hall find gw defective they are in thoſe 
virtues Wait they, profeſs to | cultivate. 
Though men may not have ſpent their time 
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in practices of the greateſt immorality--= 
though they may have practiſed many cha- 
ritable and praiſe-wortly aCtions---though 
they may not be guilty of any flagrant 
breach of honeſty ; yet they may be, and in 
general are, foundignorant ofthe moſt cflen- 
tial duties which fit them for the enjoyment. 
of heaven, viz. the love and tear of God. 
Theſe divine'virtues men im their natural: 
condition do not poſſeſs, for they love and: 
ſear men more than their Creator. es 
From theſe two principles, implanted in 
the human breaſt by true revealed religion, . 
men are prompted to engage 1n the ſervice- 
of God with joy and alacrity. Such 1s not? * 
the ſtate of a man's natural-charafter,u” 
changed by religion, aad unſanctified by the: 
ſpirit it breathes. * | 
Notwithſtanding human nature may be" 
fo pufted up as to citeem its moral actions 
ſufficient for the attainment of future felt. 
city, yet the language of experience and 
fcripture aſlures us of the contrary. It is 
thercfore neceflary ſince men in their nata= 
ral frate cannot be plcaſing to their maker z 
and fince their moral actions performed” 
therein cannot quality them for the enjoys 
ment of his kingdom, that they thould turns 
their attention to the true fource of that vir 
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tue, which 1s pleaſing to God, and coincid- 
ing with the F Oates, of our own conlcience. 
Men ſhould not only reform themſelves in 
what is external, but what relates to the 
internal conftitutida? They muſt be in a 
more intimate connection with their Re- 
deemer, would they enjoy the benefits of 
his ſpirit. They muſt live,” move, and 
have their being in him, and according to 
the declaration of our text, ** be in Chritt ; 
for by this union alone we are aſlured that 
ſieve ſhall be © new creatures,* and confſequent- 
bey adapted to fulfil the great law of our 
of-reator, to do all things by the great and 
bpowerful motive of afiection to him. 
thinſ®o this declaration of the apoltle, which 
the have ſelected as the ſubject of the folow- 
of 53g diſcourſe, 7hat he who rs wm Chift is a 
thnew creature, or lives in a newo ſlate, let us 
chat preſent lend a ferious attention. - I ſhall 
\ then the illuſtration of. it endeayour to ſhew, 
arewhat we are to underſtand, 


*. TI. By being in Chriſt, 


fa | H. A new cteature, as the reſult of 
waluch living in Chrilt, 


VIrL, =p accompliſh the end of the firſt enqut- 
Thy 1 | Purpoſe to lay bctore you two means 
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by which this admirable union with our | 
Lord and Saviour is afteted, Theſe are 
baptiſm and faith, and as theſe are, properly 
ſpeaking, inſeparably connected, let us fir{t 
obſerve how far a union may be attained 
by the miniſtration of the former. 

i. It is through the adminiſtration of 
baptiſm, that we are initiated into the. 
church of Chriſt, and become members of 
the ſame. This is the firſt ſtep we muſt 
take, in order to enjoy the benefit of which 
it is productive. For being received itt» 
to the communion of Chriſt's vifible church 
by baptiſm, we manifeſt our ſubmiſſion to 
our Saviour's injunctions, and accordingly 


GHiſcover the inward inclinations of our 


heart. An ordinance which is to be preſ- 
{cd upon, and. practiſed by all thoſe who 
with to enter into covenant with God, and 
which we are aſſured is'to continue unto. 


the end and conſumatien of all ages,--- 
Matth. x xviit. 20. 


2. By becoming members of the church _ 


through the ordinance of baptiſm, we not 
only give evident marks. of our diſpoſition 
to obey the laws of God, but as diictples 
and true followers of Chriſt actually profeſs 


our faith, and lay it open to public view, 


# 
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Thoſe who are profeſſors of the religion of 
Jeſus Chriit, thew, that they are under no 
reſtraints in ferving him with truc freedom, 
and that they havemo defire to conceal their 
religious ſentiments from the knowledge of 
others. , "They teePno ſhame and confuſion 
in their breaſts when engaged in ſerious 
contemplation. 'They are not reluctant to 
diſcloſe their zeal in improving themſelves 
in heavenly virtues, and diſcharging their 
duty to God. The cauſe of all this is evi- 
Gent . for all {ſuch actions Aow from 41 
principle of ſupreme love, and an eſteem 
in which the great obje& ſands alone with. 
out rivals, 

43. With entering the church through the 
baptiſmal font, we connect a ſolemn pro- 
miſe of faithfulneſs. We bind ourſelves by 
this ordinance to fulfill the duties required 
of us by the chriſtian difeipline. From the 
ſolemnity of the promiſe and binding nature, 
it requires a conſtant diſpoſition to ſeek fal- 
»ation with fear and trembling. For we 
are to remember that this promiſe conſiſts 
in following the example of Chriit, that as 
he died for us, and roſe again, even lo it 
becomes us, who - are baptized to die unto 
fin, and rife in rightcouſneſs, continually 
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crucifying our.evil and corrupt diſpoſitions, 
and grow daily in a virtgous and godly 
lite, 

2. Another benefit which thoſe enjoy 
who are baptized in the church, 1s, that 
they are-partakers of the Holy Ghoſt. St. 
Paul in the 3d chapter of Titus, and 3d 
verſe, emphatically expreſſes himſelf thus, 
*« not by works. of righteouſneſs which 
we have done, but according to his mercy 
he ſaved us, by the wWwa/hing of regeneration, 
and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt.” Here it 
is ſajd, in mercy he ſaved us, that is to ſay, 
we are freed from ſin and miſery to which 
we are expoſed in an heathenith and un- 
converted ſtate, not by any works or de- 
ſerts of ours, but by the mere mercy 
and bounty of God. It 1s added, by 
the waſhing of regeneration. This waſh=- 
ing 1s attended with the effuſion of the 
Holy Ghoſt. It is to be obſerved that 
the conjunction and in a ſentence is fre- 
quently explanatory of the words preced- 
ing it. © And renewing of the. Holy 
Ghoſt,” fays the Apoſtle, intimating that 
in baptiſm was poured out the Holy Spi- 
rit. As an example of this, we find in 
the third chapter of St. Luke's Goſpel and 
16th verſc, - where John the baptiſt de- 
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clares the excellency of Chriſt's office above 
his own ſaying, * I baptize you with 
water, but he, namely Chriſt, thall bap- 
_tize with the Holy Ghoſt and with fire :” 
intimating, that he only as it were cleanſ\;., 
- ES the ſurface, but Chriſt cleanſes the ſoul 
_ by changing man, and by applying the 
operations of his holy ſpirit, which in theix 
efteCt are as fire. For as this clement has 
the power when applied to, or put in 
contact with any other to model it new, to 
give it a quite different ſurface and nature 
and as it were refine it; ſo the Spirit of 
Chriſt has the power of purifying the hearts 
of mankind from fin, and conſuming their 
Juſts and corruptions, thereby inſtructing 
them with virtues which fit them for the 
enjoyment of Chriſt, 

Theſe giits and graces which thoſe enjoy 
who are received in the church through 
the laver-of regeneration the Apoſtle in the 
chapter juſt cited informs us, are thed on 
us abundantly. We do not merely poſllets 
the one or the other parts of the chriſtian 
equipage, but the armour complete. Fox 
being furrounded in tn1s vale of tears with 
numberlects obftacles and contending with 
them, it 1s requiſite that we ſhould be 
equipec| with all the enfigns of chriſtiani- 
ty, IN order to vanquiih the world. The 
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noble increaſe of Gol's grace 1s virtue, 
knowledge, temperance, patience, golli- 
nels, brotherly kindneſs, and charity= All 
theſe ſhew the rtidangd of the Holy Spi- 
rit afforded us through baptiſm, 

Now in conſequence of the Holy Ghoſt 
being plentifully poured upon and dwelling 
in us, we are made heirs of eternal life. 
For the Spirit unites us to Chriſt, an! 
makes us his children, and it children, ſays 
St. Pau!, then heirs of God, and joint- 
heirs with Chriſt. And by Ka the 
adopted ſons, we are entitled to an: 7 enjoy 
the blefied and glorioug 1 inheritance above. 
The other mt: ant mean, by which 
all thoſe, who would defire to live in the 
njoyme! it of the univerſal Saviour, may 
attain this end, is faith 1m him, which 
conſiſts in a joyful, orateful, and confiden- 
tial FEE Pia of Chriſt as Saviour nd 
Lord. - 'The reception of Chriſt by faith 
eyidences a heart full of: boret out of 
tne deplorable ſtate © an unconverted and 
impenitent ſinner, end at the ſame time a 
willingneſs to be releaſed from ſuch terrors 
of conſcience, Faith in Chriſt gives real 
and thorough apprehenfions of the defor- 
mity. of fin,” and beauty of holineſs, and 
at tngth aſſures us of the gracious diſpo- 
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{ſition of the father in heaven, to receive 
ſuch penitent finners through Chriſt, and 
by enlightening our underſtanding ſhews 
us the way to happineſs. The Apoſtle. in 
the 5th chap. of Eph. 14, verſe, afſures us 
of the happy conſequences of difengaging 
ourſelves from the practices of fin, and cn- 

_ Ceavoring to efcape future wrath, by ſay- 
ing, © Awake.thou that Nieepelt, and ariſe 
trom the dead, and Chriſt will give thee 
hight.” . 

_ To underſtand what it is to be in Chriſt 
by faith, let us dire&t our attention to our 
knowledge of him, which is the firſt eflen- 
tial thing to the explanation of it. 'This head 
directly leads us to the object, which is 
the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. In this our 
faith ſhould be perfely eſtabliſhed. Tr is 
certain if men poſle(s no clear information 
of the precepts and doctrines 1nculcated 
and enforced by the Son of God, that this 
faith cannot be real, and muſt at leaſt be very 
ſuperficial and unſtable. They ſhould be 
perfectly acquainted with that goſpel 
which contains the promites of lite eternal 
to every one who believes. But let it be 

remembered that it is impoſſible to believe 
without a knowledge of the object of this 
oursdaith, For this is the expre!s language 
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of St. Paul in the ioth chap. of Rom. and 


14th verſe, The ſcope of which words 
are to ſhew that there muſt be a knowledge 
of the goſpel in order to our believing in 
Chriſt, and before we can hope to obtain 
ſalvation through him. 

The words juſt cited clearly ſhew that 
knowledge is requiſite for confirming our 
faith. And nothing is more - rathral. than 
this preſuppolition. For if men have a deſire 
to augment their happineſs, they muſt 
know what conſtitutes and promotes hu- 
man happineſs. It'is highly neceſſary to 
know that by Chriſt alone heaven 1s gain- 
ed, that faith is the only way to him, and 
that hearing the word, which has Chriſt 
for its author an 09Jeck, | 115 tas mean t9 
obtain tuth. 

Having knowledge of "A goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and diſcovering its indiſpenſibility 
for ſalvation, we ſhould as rational crea- 
tures exhibit to this momentous knowledge 
our willing affſent. When men ſee tne 
doctrine of any perſon attended wita the 
power of the Mott High, and confirmed 
by miraculous atteſt=ions; then their aſſent 
is rational. This aſſent forces it{elt upon 
the contemplating mind. - So powerful was 
the eff-& of Chriſt's miniſtry and miracles 
among men, wat 1 of the principal 
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magiſtrates of the Jews mentioned in the 
3d. chapter of the Evangeliſt St. John, and 
424. verie, coull not withhold it, though 

unwilling to become his diſciples, or pro- 
tcilors of the truth, | 

It is, therefore, obvious my -beloved, that 
Sour taih is not completed either by a bare 
knowledge of Chriſt, and even by an addi- 
ton of our aflent or 1nword perſuaſion that 
he is the Son of God, but the knowledge 
mutt be augmented by a due confidence, 
and by applying his miſſion and mediato- 
Tial office to '1us,.. "as | mdividuals. -- If we 
have fuch ** {trong and powerful convic- 
tion of the divine miſſion, as to be ſtimu- 
ated to embrace him amid{t the torrent of 
infidelity; 2s Saviour and Lord, aad at all 
times to keep his precepts and principles, 
as the rules of our conduct, we may uhcn 
Ly claim 10 the priveleges of ſaving faith. 
1 his coi. fic ence is principally diicoverable 
in a 6rm reltance on his promiſes, W th- 
out this confid nce ail our knowledge and 
conviction of the hiftorical "truth therein 
contained will avail us little in; the promo- 
tion of our union with Chriit, And in 
erder.to ſhew that \our conadence 1s real, 
it is necef{ary that it ſhould be attended 
with evident marks, Conudence ncCclize 
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rily includes a calmneſs of mind among all 
the viciſſitudes, and oppoſition we meet 
with in this life. For it 1s the higheſt glo- 
ry of a chriſtian to bear afictions, and ſuf- 


fer perſecutions, for the fake of the goſpel 


with an undaunted courage and invincible 


patience. 'This chriſtian virtue St. Paul 
praiſes the Theſſalonians for, ſaying; ** we 
ourſelves glory in you 1n the churches of 
God, for your patience and faith in all your 
perſecutions and tribulations which ye en- 
dure.” 2. Thef. 1. 4. © Again, in the 
12, chap. Heb. and 1, verſe, and innu« 
merable other places, all which evidently 
prove the neceſfity of, and\advantages de= 
rived 'from the ſtedfaſt exerciſe of patience, 
This is a divine gift which enables us to 
run the race of chriſtianity which God has 
ſet befor us, in order to accompliſh it, and 
te attain the prize. 


Another evidence of this high degree'of 
lenganimity. Herein we ſhew/,, 


faith, 15s, ; | 
to the world*our ſteifaſtneſs and perſever- 
23:1Ce in caſe the help, or obj-ct of our faith 
fecms to t:irry. Notwithſtanding our hopes 
and expectations are ſometimes not fulfil]- 
e/\,,and all our endcavors in the work of 
lalvation 'ruſtrated, yet. vnder all theſe pref- 
dures and grievances do we nut delpair. 
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We, in imitation of the faints perſevere in 
well-doing and patient expectation and ad- 
herence to him under all difficulties and 
delays. For by ſuch endeavors we ſhall 
inherit the promiſes. Heb. 6, 12-1 

We may further obſerve, that if our con- 
fidence 1s to be a real.characteriſtic of true 
faith im Chriſt, it muſt be aflociated with 
hope. A ſtrong reliance and dependance 
upon the truth and goodneſs of the Almigh- 
ty for the performance of thoſe things 
which he has promiſed, is a juſt part of 
_ our duty to God upon the foundation of his 
infallible truth. Whatever he has declared 
unto us 1s true, and accordingly ſhould. 
claim our firm hope, and our hope ſhould 
be ſuch, as to aftord us individually a firm 
belief and aſſurance of the enjoyment of fu- 
ture happineſs on our part. Thus the 
Holy Apoſtle Paul in the, eighth chapter 
of Rom.. and 24th verſe mnfinu: ates by ſay- 
ing, © wEare ſaved by hopes But hope 
which is ſeen is not hope, for what a nan 
ſeeth, why doth he yet hope for. This 5s 
a ſynecduchical expreſſion, that is exprel?. 
ſing a part of f.ith for the whole, Becaufe 
faith implies two things, the acceptarcc of 
Chriſt's meaiator/al death, and our hope of 
£texnal life, This expectation of our fu- 
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ture glorious ſtate, elevates Qur minds, and 


Joytully carries us through this vale of tears, 


to the blefled inheritance of the ſaints in 
heaven. _ Laſtly, | 

One more conſideration claims our atten- 
tion, and that 1s, the neceſſity of protcihing 
this our faith, This 1s the moſt incontetti= 


| ble evidence of the firmnels of our intenti- 


ons to ſerve God and exerciſe faith in the 
manner he has preſcribed tous. This 1s the 
Criterion whereby to judge of our inward 


{tate, and willingneſs to ſeek ſalvation alone 


through Jeſus Chriſt. For, ſays the apoſtle, 
«© if thou wilt confeſs with thy mouth the 
Lord Jeſus, and believe in thine heart, that 
God hath raiſed him from the dead, thou 
ſhalt be ſaved. For with the heart man be- 
lieveth unto righteouſneſs, and with the 
mouth confeſlion is made unto falvation.” 
Thus fully proving that faith and open con 
feſlion 1s required of him who would be ac- 
cepted unto righteouſneſs and etemal life, of 


all who would with to be united to the Sor 


of God. This 1s the fexplanation of the 
former part of my text, of being in Chrilt. 

2. Let us now briefly conſider the effects 
of this union, For the apoſtle's declaration 
IS, ** he 1s a new creature.” It 1s to be ob- 


ſeryed that the ideas included in this exprel« 
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; fion do not lead to a change of a phyſical 


nature. To ſuppoſe this, would be contra- 
ry to reaſon and ſcripture in the higeſt de- 
gree, For there 1s nothing new according 
to objects, which ſtrike our external ſenſes. 
It conſequently will not admit of this ex- 


plication. But this new creation of which 
the apoſtle here ſpeaks, is a renovation of 


the inviſible part of man, the foul, an en- 
tire change of the internal faculties effeted 
by being ingraited into Chriſt through the 
laver of regeneration and faith. 

*Thole who would enjoy this ſtate muſt, 
as diiciples and tollowers of Chriſt, be rc- 
newed in the underſtanding, will and aftec- 


tions. Our underſtanding | by the deceit of 


the Prince of darkneſs 1s obſcured : The 
work of grace therefore conſiſts in removing 


theſe difticultics, w hich impede the improv- 
ment of the mind in religious concerns. 


The impediments of the underſtanding are, 
ignorance and prejudice, from which ariſe 


1n our will, anger, wrath, malice, blaſphe- 


ma flthy communications, ſelf.conceir. all 
which aie far beneath a chriſtian, and 
tend to the final deſtruction of ' the ſou]. 
And it is to be obſerved that the happy 


| change wrought in the mental facultics does 
not Confall merely In the acceſſion of light 
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£9 Our underſtanding , but allo in the happy 


change of our will. ; 

This diſcovers itſelf by a predominant 
inclination to the new obedience, which the 
apoſtle declares is, ** putting on the new 
man which 1s created after God in righte- 
ouſneſls and true holineſs, Unleſs this change 
is produced in both, the mind is not, and 
indeed connot be thoroughly attached to 
Chriſt. And ſuch muſt be the effects of 
this operation, as to produce an inward as 
well as an outward reformation. 

How happy my beloved, are we in this 
new ſtate |! For we have God as our - pat- 
tern and example, according to whom the 
new man is framed in the foul. We are 
created ſays the inſpired penmaa in righte- 
ouſneſs. To be righteous, 1s to be in ſuch 
a ſtate. as' to have obtained a deliverance 
from all fin and error ; a,deliverance acquir- 
ed by virtue of Chriſt's! atonement. We 
are become holy allo. Now holineſs con- 
fiſts in being in our inclinations conforma- 
ble to the holy nature of God, and depen- 
dent on his will. 

A farther evidence of our new ſtate is 
likewiſe diſcoverable in the affections. We 
are ever animated with a. detire to engage 
in the ſervice of our divine benefator, and. 
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continually preſſing! forward to enjoy the 
promiſed reſt. When any flattering obje&s 
preſent themlelves to our view, with an in- 
tention to allure us into evil, or when the 
pleaſures of this fe are put in competition 
with thoſe joys which we enjoy by Chriſt's 
Spirit dwelling 1rus, then do we the chil- 
dren of God, turn from them with diſdain. 
Our hearts are filled with horror and diſmay 
 1n beholding the evils which daily ſurround 
us. But what happinefs do we enjoy when 
the love of God rules our hearts. For in 
this alone 1s true felicity. The love which 
| the regenerate man polleſſes, rouſes him 
from all ſupineneſs and worldly idleneſs, 
It animates the wheels and ſpring of action, 
that mdved heavily before. It gives him a 
competent ſente to diſcover, a lincere incli- 

nation. to embrace, and a ſteady refolution 
to hold faſt what is beſt and moſt pleaſing 
to his. heavenly Father. Thus are the affec- 
tions of him who is a member of Jcſug 
Chriſt, refined and modified. 

Having ſeen the reformation produced in 
the powers of the, the foul, turn your at- 
tention to and view the chriſtian in this 
life, and there you will evidently diſcover 
his genuine charaEer and general utlity. 
If we view him my beloved in a domeſtic 
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relation, what affectionate love do. we ſee 
him adminiſter to his deareſt connections, 
what harmony dwells 1n every breaſt | All 
his powers are put m motion to excite his 
family and relations to: the exerciſe of vir- 
tue and true holineſs. Wherever and in 
whatever company he may be, his language 
ſpeaks ſpirituality tending to alienate our 
thoughts and affections from ſublunary 
things, and place them on things above. 
In like manner in a civil capacity his life 
is circumſpect. Trere you may trace In 
every reſpect the effects of his benevolence, 
There you may coniide 1n him as a worthy 
and uſeful citizen, In this ample fteld all 
the civil and ſocial duties are by him juſtly 
diſcharged and promoted. In his bofom 
does benevolence, juſtice, charity and ſin- 
cerity centre, And in all his endeavors the 
principal object is, to afhſt every rank of 
men, and to promote their general intereſt 
and peace. Laftly 45 2 x98 
Conſider him in an eccleſiaſtical relation, 
In this clevated and important ſtation as a 
chriſtian does he ſtand with merited digni- 
ty, and ſhine with peculiar luſtre. He, as 
a devout hearer of the word of God com- 
mands by his example the awe and attention 
of mankind, and by his exhor:ations leeds 
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them to the knowledge and performance of 
their duty ; thereby drawing us from the 
roads of vice whielv lead to utter deſtruction, 
to the paths of virtue which conduct to true 
felicity. By hinv are all the'moral and re- 
Iigious duties faithfully diſcharged. From 
him flow as the rays from the ſun, all di-. 
vine virtues which diffuſe genial warmth 
through the powers of the ſoul, - and cauſe 
the love of God to run through every vein ; 
and-animate the whole human frame. In 
ſhort turn your view to every part of this 
divine creation, and you may. behold he 
Image of its author deeply impreſſed. Such 
my affectionate friends 1s © the degree of 
holineſs to which we ariſe, by a ſteady and 
uniform attachment to Chriff and his in- 
Junctions. 

From this view of the ſubject then let 
us be indiiced to reflect, and turn our whole 
attention to ourſelves individually. By 
theſe means we. may be enabled to repreſc at 
the true image of| our ſtate to our ſerious 
reflection, and form a juſt eſtimate of hu- 
man nature. Let me then intreat you to 
be attentive to the pertormance of the ami- 
able and momentous duty of ieji-examina- 
tion. And lct theſe intreaties be cver deep- 
ly impreſſed upon the mind, tizat they may 
havealein ſuitbAuence, both on public and 
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private conduct, Let us enter into ferious 
reflections upon the ſeveral duties which 
ſuch a divine union neceffarily and juitly 
demands, Let us form fuch refolutions, 
which will ſtimulate us to the-execation of 
them. With ſuch aids as theſe let us ſtir 


_ up chriſtian fortitude within us,.and-in tull 
- aflurance itep forward to embrace our vSavi- 


our with heavenly joy and comtort. Do 
not, my beloved, reit ſatished until you can 
with truth founded on experience declare, 
that the ſpirit of Chriſt dwells in you, for 


' then, and then only, you are new creatures, 


Receiving then this divine principle within 
us we ſhall by its influence breathe the hea- 
venly ſpirit, which alone reſides in Chriſt, 
ani enjoy that peace and tranquility of 
which angels and ſaints participate in the 
realms of immortal glory. | And the higheſt 
confolation of the members. of the Son of 
God 1s, that when the troubles and cares 
of this life ceaſe, when this earthly fabric 
ina}l difiolve, they then Will be received 11.- 
to the regions where pleaſure and praiſe have _ 
no.end. Then ſhall they be inveſted with _ 
the white robes as thoſe, who ſurround the 

throne of God, then ſhall they bear the. 

paims of heavenly peace, and enjoy the di- 
vine countenance for ever. And may the 


Lord God Almighty the Author and fini(h- 


o 
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er of faith grant unto us this bleſſed /inherit- 
ance for bis gon Jejus Chrilt's fake, Amen. 
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Remember now thy G reator im the days of thy 
youth, while the evil days come n9t, nor the 
years draw nigh when thou ſhall ſay, I have 
no pleaſure in them. 


As the defire ry hope of man is to attain 


happineſs, is it not ſurpriſing and almot 
- unaccountable, how many have entertained 
miſtaken notions reſpeCting it and fallen into 
ſuch errors and extravagances in order to at- 
_ tain 1t ? Whatever objects attract the atten- 
tion moſt in this life, whatever purſuits are 
moſt conducive to pleaſure and intereſt here, 
men conſider of the higheit importance, 
and in which as they aruſtly conclude «< on- 
fitts their happineſs. This appears to have 
been the line of conduct king Solomon pur- 
iued in the early part of his life, for we 
rind that his higheſt object was to partict- 
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pate of the-pleafures of this world, and 
give full ſcope to his inchnations. In con- 
ſequence of which he experienced the eftects 
of ſuch actions, and was fully perſuaded 
4 that all his labours were unprofttable, and 
acquifitions unſtable. He found them to 
be in the higheſt degree ** Vanity and vex- 
ation of ſpirit.” -] 

Although the objects of this world have 
been and are fo: highly ' repreſented to the 
view and eftimation of mankind, yet 
daily oblervation and experience holds. 
out to our view, and convinces us of their 
vanity. "The leaſt refle&tion will thew us 
its utter inſufficiency to create happinels, 
and its certain tendeney to render us mile- 
rable. It will make us fenfible of the wil- 
dom, and importance of being religious, 
and this in every ſtage of our exiſtence, brit, 
preſcribe to us the pure, ſubſtantial and 
eternal comforts which: will- arife from our © 
attention to, and performance of this duty. 
To flatter ourſelves with the idea of calling 
to remembrance at certain periods the in- 
ſtructions gtven us in the ſacred writings, 
1s unbecoming and trifling, but -it\1s our 
indiſpenfible duty as rational and intelligent 
beings to obſerve and endeayor to fulfill the 
commandments of God through life. - To 
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correct the errors and extravagances among 
men---to fortity their minds againſt the al- 
luring temptations (of earthly enjoyments, 
and aiſo to make them cautious in the pur- 
tuit of them, appeaxs to be the ſcope of the 
book of Eccleftaftes. To effect this, the 
preacher laments his | folly in purſuing the 
objects of this world, and beautifully points 
out the vanity of waich they are productive, 
But as we know that all men are naturally 
prone to evil, it 1s impoflible to guard 


_ againſt every evil incident to human lite ; 


yet this inſpired writer inculcates the fear 
and obſervance of the commandments of 
God, and in the words of our text exhorts 
us to remember our Creator, as the mott 


eftectual means to guard againſt the tempta- 


tions of youth, and thus improve the advan- 
tages of it. Remember &c. | 
In the proſecution of this difcourſe. we 


are as the words naturally ſuggett to ob- 


T. What 1s our duty. | 
TI. At what time we are to begin this. 
Hf. The motives to enforce thus duty. 


With reſpec to our duty to Gol expreſs- 


ed by the words, f*+ Remember now thy 
Creator ;?? let us attentively enquire what 
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it .is,; or what indications are neceſſary in 
orger to ſhow that we comply with this in- 
Junction. Conſidering the relation in which 
we {tand to God, which is here in the text, 
Creator, thete are various means pointer 
out, by which we may maniteſt this diſpo- 
jition towards him. 

In this view, we are not only to rement- 
ber that God is our Creator, our Saviour 
and Lerd, but we are bound from this conſt- 
deration tocall him to our remembrance, and 
this firſt from a principle of reverence. Since 
reverence according io the nature of things, 1s 
due to {uch, as are ſuperior to us in the bond 
of relation, and fince thewing to fuch a 
mark of our efteem, is fo highly neceffary 
to preſerve order, and good government 
among men ; is it not much more our duty 
to give it to God, who is infinitely ſuperior 


to thoſe, whom we acknowledge our ſupe- 
'rivors on earth? "This part of our duty 1s to 


extend to all matters which are nearly con- 
nected with. the things belonging to God. 
For in whatever chriſtian duties we are en- 
caged, with reſpect to his word, his name, 
to his ſacraments, and other important fer- 
vices, if they in the lealt contribute to the 
promotion of his kingdom on earth, and our 
everlaſting happineſs, they are equally the 
ſame, as if we directed the mark of reſpect 
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immediately to himſelf. Another means 
calculated to exhibit our remembrance and 
love to God 1s through obedience. This du- 


ty ſo amiable and delightful in the fight of 


him who 1s our Lord and Maſter, 1s 1o be- 
coming and juſt, that a- mere idea of our 
being children of the Moſt High, ſhould 
prompt us to engage in its obſervance. lt 
we reflect that we are under the direction 


. and providence of an Almighty Being---that 


he 1s ever willing to direct his creaturgs to the 
means of attaining| glory and happinels 
hereafter ; 1s 1t not our duty, and would it 


Not tend to our higheſt intereſt to ſhew our 


love and humility unto God ? Now we may 


readily do this, by having a due reſpect to 
his commandments, which are clearly laid 
down betore us in his divine word, andunleſs 


we obſerve and perform them, ir can never 
be ſaid we give full evidence of our obedi- 
ence to God our Creator. © Theſe pure and 
pleaſant precepts which are able to lead us 
to our ſalvation are not difhcult and grievous, 
but ealy and light, What pious man is not 
thus delighted then, as to exclaim in the 
language of the Plalmiſt «i delight to do 
thy will O God ! yea thy law is within my 
heart. 

Such is the eflet of our obedience to the 
laws and commandments of God, that who- 


—— 
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ſoever will obſerve them, will in theend merit 
the heavenly appellation of blzfled. Though 
1t cannot be {uppoled that/men in this frail 
and mortal ſtate, can continue without fin, 
yet they muſt preſs towards the mark of the 
prize of the high calling of God in Chriſt 


Jeſus, conſtantly endeayouring to keep all 


his commandments, for this is our duty. 
And according to our Saviqur's declaration, 
'« On theſe commandments hang all the law 
and the prophets.” In ſhort it is true rel1- 
rion to do whatever God commands ; be- 
cauſe he from whom we have received all 


we poſſeſs, and to whom we are indebted 


In all performances, enjoins 1t, 


We may cultivate in the third place a due 


eſteeem and remembrance of God, by WoOr- 
ſhip. This, though it has in every age, and 
among every denomination of Chriſtians too 
Jittie attracted their attention, yet 1s a duty 
of all others the moſt important and in- 
cumbcent upon us to perform. In worſhip- 
ping,” it we are faithful and fincere in it, 1s 


the higheſt evidence of our love to God, and 


his Son Jefus Chriſt. © 
It demonſtrates that we are true chriſti- 
ans, and conſequently if we remain fo, gives 


us full hope of eternal Tife. It is not by 


external appearances, not by being cloath- 


ed with the garments of hypocriſy, and 
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pretentions to a holy and virtuous lite, that 
can entitle us to the name of true worſhip- 
pers of God :. but it is as the Apoſtle Paul 
declares, © by drawing near, with a true 
heart, in full aſſurance of faith, having our 
hearts ſprinkled trom an evil conſcience.” 
This the nature of God demands, that we 
ſhould remember him with fincerity, true 
devotion aud\ upright. intentions, and this 

is what Ch:iiſt in the evangeliſt John calls 

* worſhipping in ſpirit and in truth ;” de- 
taching ourthoughts from the objects of this 
lite which are temporal, and perithing, and 
meditating on thoſe things which ate cter- 
nal, and paſs not away. | 
IT. In paſling from the conſideration of 

our' remembrance to our Creator, we are 
further to enquire at. what time, we are 

to. engage in it. Inattentive and regard- 
leſs as men commonly are, to the duties 
and ſervices they owe to God, it is not- 
withſtanding a reaſonable duty, and of in- 

__ _trinlic valueto obſerve them. But, the nature 
of man in general is fuch, that all objects of 
this world attract their notice, far more than 
thoſe which direct them tothe things above, 
that is, the improvement of religious kno w- 
ledge here, and the means. of attaining the 
enjoyment of heaven hereafter. > And even 
ſhould they incline to ſct their affections vn 


"SERMON II. 
ſpiritual obje&s,” they defer ſuch engage< 


ments to a more advanced' period of life, 
They wiſh firſt to partake of youthful mirth, 
firſt experience the bad effe&ts, and be con- 
vinced of their folly, and then apply 'them- 
felves to this pleaſant duty. * Butjhow 'vain 
and inconfiderate is ſuch conduct, fince 
we are ſtrangers and fojourners as were all 
our fathers. Since this* earthly tabernacle 
is not the place of our eternal abode, but 
that, we look. for another, and know not 
the time of our departure from this preſent 
life, how neceſſary and becoming 1s it for | 
us always to ſet our affections on things 
above. But more particularly are we as the 
text directs us, to remember this our duty 
in the, *© days of our youth.” 

That youth is the moſt important part of 
our life in which to begin our ſpiritual en- 
quiries, and to cultivate heavenly virtues, 
is evident from two important confidera- 
tions: 

' From the: time of our birth, until we. at- 
tain manhood, every meaſure and opportu- 
nity is given us, in which we may be in- 
ſtructed in the arts and ſciences neceſlary 
for the accomodations of this life, together 
with every duty and qualification requilite 
to attain happineſs and glory hereafter. In 
our infancy we particularly claim the god. 
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will-and affection of our parents, and con« 
{equently are continually under the ſound 
of parental admonitions and inſtructions, 

" which as qur minds are leſs cloyed by ſur- 
rounding ofiects, than at any. other period 
of our life, can have the beſt &ftect in en- 
lightening and. improving it. As we ad- 
vance in age, we are under the direction and 
guidance of teachers;and paſtors ; the former 
inſtructing us in all the liberal arts, and 
Roring the mind with all knowledge uſctul 
andneceſſary to civil lite ; the Jatter inſtilling 
the mind with the more important branches 
of religious inſtruction, and being: guides to 
usin the ways of advancing our happineſs 
in this life, they become a means of exalt- 
ing our felicity in the world to come. Not 
only at this period are we favoured with 
the pleaſing directions given us by our pa- 
rents and guardians, but we are under the” 
inſpection of the community at large. In 
all our youthful miſconduct we are continu- 
ally detected, and often warned with paren- 
tal and tender affection. There 1s no other 
part of our life in which we may fo well 
exert our facultics to the improvement of 
our ſouls, as in our younger days, and from 
beginning in youth, to lay the foundation 
of all our future purſuits, ariſe the moſt 
triendly and laſting improvements, 
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Our mind being free from the vices and. 
extravazances with which we ar Continu- 
ally ſurrounded, and open*to receive every 
thing prelented to it, rauſt naturally be ſul- 
ceptible of the -deepelt imprefiion and 0: 
the molt laſting effects. - It is true, t2 evil 
propenlities of our nature, together with 
the cuſtoms and paſſions 'of the world do 


continually tend to corrupt our tender minds 


in unex perienced a2e, and frequently attract 
Our unguarded attention ſo far,! as to prompsc 
us to purſue them ; yet the firlt impretiions 
we have received from the. precepts of. xeli- 
cion, with the leaſt reflection attending 
them, are ſufficient entirely to over-balance 
the efticacy which may apparently attend 
them. The words in the text © Remember 
now,” perfectly ſhew the intention of the 
preacher's exhortaticn, which is to caution 
us againſt the errors-of falling into inatten- 
tion and ſlothfulneſs, and, detering the re- 
membrance of God, or which is the fame 
of repentance, Repentance®is ſo eflential to 
the well-being of the ſoul and body, that 
to obtain it, demands our earlieſt and ut- 
molt endeavors. We are therefore exhorted 
to enter upen it now, with the utmolt zeal 
ana ardor, to be conſtant in the purſuit of 
It. Such ought to be the rule of our con- 
Guct in youth, and ſuch 18 our duty through 
1 | 
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life. Were men more attentive and perſe- 

vering in their laudable endeavors they 
v-ould -affuredly know that they laboured 
not in vain, but with a joyful expectation 
of being rewarded m heaven. 

[1I, This leads me in the laſt place to 
conſider the 1107vecs which thould particu- 
larly induce us to engage in the ſcryice 
of our Creator in carly life, or in other 
words, ©** While the evil days come not, or 
the years draw nigh, when thou ſhalt fay, 
{ have no pleaſure 1n them.” What a pow- 
ertul. reaſon 18 here \given to enforce the 
command {! For, enter, js the meaning of 
the ferious preachet without heſitation upon 
this 1mportant duty of ſerving your Creator 
---when all the faculties of the mind are yet 

=under your direction ahd controul, when 
you yet retain the ſtrength and vigour of the 
corporeal {yſtem before.old age, and its na- 
tural attendants come, Which will repreſent 
to you the ol jects of this life as tranſitory, 
Days and years of which you wul truly fay, 

I haveno pleaſure in them. It1s high time 
to hearken then, my reipected brethren, to 
this voice, For this in a proper tenic 1s to 
be called to cay. 

The ceitainty of ſuch evil days make the 
exhoriation in the text highly juit and ne- 
ceffary, It : is yuatt, I fay, becauſe it 
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comes from him; who had experienced the 
eftects of ſuch vain conduct ; and neceſia- 
ry, as it might- prompt others to lead a 
more virtuous life, and avoid the evil days 
and years, which a neglect of this auy 
will certainly etfect, 

To convince us that theſe evil days will 
approach, let us have recourſe to our reaſon 
and daily eXPCerience. It God has given to 


| man certain laws, and enjoined on us cer- 


tain daties, "4 all nature teſtifies --If he - 
implanted in us a ſoul endowed with under- 
ſtanding and will, and made us capable to 
fall ca: laws and injunctions laid be- 
fore us ; it certainly follows that if we do 
not comply with them, the penalties an- 
nexcd to theſe ſtatutes muſt aſſuredly be our 
FecomPpence, The duty which we have at 
this time been conſidering to ©** remember 
our Creator,” 1s not by any'means to be tri- 
fled with, or to be colic as of little 
importance, For it 1s inculcated through 
the whole of the ſacred writings, and found 
from meditation and enquiry to contain all 
the duties of a true chriſtian. If therefore 
we dilregard ſuch an eftential comman Y 
which is here ſpecthed, we is, 14 any: 

conſequences, tor the evil days an: | years 
which come jn_ the progreſs of time will 
{ſcarcely adinit of a reformation. Ths mo.: 
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this atiertion is not /alone founded upon ra- 
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deplorable and irretrievable confequznce 
of our deferring the performance of this in- 
Junction to old age, 1s this, -it will render 
us incapable to effect a true reformation. It 
nt be ovvious t» every reflecting mind, 
that it an entrance into the kingdom of Got 


aemands a conitant obedience to his rules 


in th:s lite, then to defer it till life declines 
and expires, mutt put it beyond the limits 
of our power to-60 our duty, or accompliſh 
a trve Ehinge of heart. ' 'Fhe certainty of 


tional principles, but the experience of men- 
1m palt ages, and even in the preſent have 
every where evidenced the truth of it. . How 
many in conſequence of having ſpent their 
youthful days in the purſuit of earthly en- 
joyments, are under the neceſſity of reap- 
ing the fruit of their labour in 61d age in 
Alifcontent! Their | time is truly nothing 
but days and years replete with- vanity and 
vexation of ſpirit. When men have arriv- 
ed to that period of Jife which 1s generally 
termed old zg2, how few are there, who 
retain that ſ{trenpth| and vivacity either of 
their mental or corporeal faculties which 
they were capable to exerciſe in youth, 
This the moſt ſuperficial obſerver mult and 
does daily experience, which clearly evinces 
man's utter 'inſufficiency to accoinplith his: 
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duty. We are told by our Saviour, that when 
we have done all which is commanded us, 
we are y«{t unprofitable ſervants, for we 
have done but that which was our duty to 
do. Therefore to neglet any part of theſe 
commandments muſt cauſe you to be deti- 
cient, and come far ſhort of the inward re- 
fo formation required of you, Remember &c. 
Fhus I have pointed out to you, my belov- 
ed in Chriſt, ſome of the duites contained in 
the exhortation of the words of our text, 
- words ſufficiently energetic to ſhew every 
N refleting mind the reaſonableneſs and jut- 
- tice of ſuch a call and to convince you of the 
; 
p 


1nportance of ſerving your Creator in early 
life. This leads me to preſs it upon your 
minds, by making ſome uſeful refleftions 
| on the preſent deplorable ſtate |of mankind 
in general. | 
The moſt affecting circumſtance which 
we diſcover in our intercourſe with the 
world, is the ſtate and conduct of our youth, 
Here our view meets with 'numberletſs ſcenes 
of action,: which deteſtable as they may ap- 
pear mult be conſidered as the effect of pa- 
rental inattention, or over-rated indulgence. 
From theſe two tources flow almoſt ail the 
vices and extravagancies we every where 
meet with in the conduct of youth, How 
inexculable are all thoſe whom the Supreme 
| L-2 
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Being has favored with the care of their off-- 
ipring, when they neglect to teach them 
1: the things belonging to God and religi- 
on. For the light of nature eminently: 
teaches us, that parents entruſted with the: 
care of their children in their younger days 
are bound to furniſh their minds with the 
teeds of virtue and happineſs. And this 
1s mott certainly true, which we may very 
eaily exemplify. For 1f parents are natu- 
rally inclined to givel inſtruction in matters 
which-concern this hfe, which we all know 
is temporal ; how much more commendable. 
ana necetiary 1s it to | know thoſe things 
which are heavenly and of everlaſting im- 
portance ! Further, tf reverence and obcdi- 
ence to parents are required from! youth, it 
1s-mach more neceffary and reafonable that 
they ſhouid be trained up. inthe fear and 
nurture of the Lord | Jeſus - Chritt. They 
ihould be informed of the . conſequences of 
failing into error and vice. - They thould 
be taught the commandments of their Crea- 
tor; becauſe from him we all have our be- 
ing. Such directions as theſe would aflord 
lefions of inſtruction, and lead them to the 
tnowledge of iheir duty in every refpect--- 
51 h would fecore the? honor, ſervice, and 
obedience. they were obliged to give theirpa- 
rats,” But waat ccn\be expeRed vhea na 
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attention is; paid ' to- inſtru themi'in that 


which is uſeful and profitable for a life to 
come, no care to prevent the mind from im- 
bibing what may be detrimental to their fal- 
vation? The conſequences will be, they wilt 
be induced to follow the vices and extrava- 
gancies they every where meet with,” and 
conſequently be in a condition unprepared 
for the reception of Chriſt, and unfit for ar 
entrance into his kingdom. Such I am fen- 
{tble overy chriſtian, and well-difpoſed ob- 
ſerver nift diſcover to be the unhappy ſtate 
of many of our youth at' preſent. . But cir- 
cumſtances full more affecting to the minds 
of all true chriſtians, and- very injurious 
alſo to the minds of the young, are'the bad 
examples given them by thoſe who have-ar- 
rived to years of diferetion, and which 1s 
too generally the cale by parents and 
ouirdians themieives. + This afſertion tho” 
it mav not itnke the mind of every intereſted 
hcorer is notwith{ianding juſt, and this not 
only verified by a few, but numberlets: ex- 
amplcs in life. j 

How ſrequently does it occur that parents 
inſtead of ſetting. examples to their children, 
of a hoiy and virtuous life---mftead of en- 
deavoring to draw tneir attention! {rom the 
pride and vanity of the world---inftcad of 
exadicating as much-as.poſhble the evil luſts 
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and paſſions: they poſſeſs by nature, and 
daily imbibe ; on the contrary repieſent a 
lite of infidelity and! ungodlineſs. The ge- 
neral tenour of the conduct of many parents 
1s no other than blaſpheming, rioting, and 
being intoxicated, and violating in every 
other manner the law and conumandments 
of God, From fuch a conduct my brethren 
what ideas muſt we form of their internal 
{tate ? What conſequences may we reaſona- 
bly conclude, does ſuch a violation of the 
will and commandments of God naturally 
produce ? Our ſenſes muſt immediately lead 
| us to the naturs] ſuppoſition; That they are 


| |, men deſtitute of every upright, every divine 
|  1mprefſion and conſequently under the con- 


trou} of the devil. And we cannot ſuppoſe: 
that ſuch a line of conduct as above-defcrib- 
ed, will alone aftect their happinefs ; but 
muſt certainly extend to, and influence the 
minds of the unexperienced among youth, 
and that in ſuch a high degree, as frequent- 
: Iy to cauſe them to trace too cloſely the ex- 
ample ſet before them. 

Let me intreat you, particularly thoſe 
who are advanced in age to conſider 
your interna} ſtate, and view your external 
piactice. I beſeech you to relinquiſh all your 
former evil ways and crimes. Let St. Paul's 


acmonition to the Epheſtans be deeply 1m- 


. 
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printed on your mind < Walk circum- 
ſpectly not as fools ; but as wile, redeem- 
ing the time ;, becauſe the days are evil.” 
I that you begin to inftil in the minds oP 
your children the principles of virtue. and 


religion. Teach them to remember their 


Cre.tor in the days of their youth, and, fo 
continue to bring them up in the fear and 
admonition of the Lord, But with what 
language ſhall T addreſs you, who are now 
idvancing and entering upon the ſtage of 
life. Have you not heard the goſpel oft your 
bleſſed Saviour pronounced unto you ? Have 
you not been inſtructed in its principles ? _ 
if fo, it is preſumed you have been d1- 
rected in the paths of virtue and true holinels, 
for ſuch is the end and intention of Chriſti- 
anity. 

Therefore apply yourſelves with all dilt- 
gence in cultivating the precepts your Lord 
has delivered to you. And if any ſparks of 
heavenly virtue have been formed by theſe 
your endeavours, let them not be extinguiſh- 
ed ; but rather kindle then in'a blade. ever 
burning to the glory and honor of your 
God. Inall your walk through life, let 
prudence, temperance, juſtice, benevolence 
and gratitude be the rules of your conduct. 
Prudence to admoniſh you; temperance to 
reſtrain you In y our purſuits, juſtice to guide- 
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your hand, benevolence to warm your heart, 

and gratitude to in{pire you with true devo- 

tion. In a word let this comprehenſive rule 

be embraced and fulfilled by every one pre- 
Tent : ** Fear God and keep his command- 
= ments, for this is the whole duty of man. 

- Such will afford you happineſs in this life, 
- and in that which is to come, for there are 
the manſions. of cternal felicity---there ar? 
the crowns of Glory reſerved for all thoſe, 
_. who love their Lord and Saviour. *©© Re- 

member then thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth,” Amen, 
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— 


Ox 1. Cor. 1. xxx, 


But of him are ye 11 Chriſt Feſus, who of God 
is made unto us, wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, 
and ſuntlification, and redemption. 


'To judge of the nature and eſtimation of 
things merely from their external appear- 
ances, is a cuſtom too prevalent among, and 
highly inconſiſtent with the duty of rational 
creatures. It is owing to this evil propen- 
ſity among men, that they are frequently 
eſteemed either above, or beneath their true 
value. From this ſuperficial view of things 
numberleſs erroneous opinions have been 
formed. It has been the caute of the moſt 
lamentable effects, for it is well known that 
it, was the principal reaſon, which gave birth 
to the ill reception of our blefied Saviour, 
and the precepts which have been given 
unto. us. Tt is the only circumitance which 
cauſes chriſtians to be confidered as a dege- 
nerate kind of beings in the viewot the world. 
But how improper is ſuch a conduct among 
men, particularly thoſe, who profels to have 
a ſuperior degree of knowledge, who would - 
Wiſh to be conſidered as men guided wm for- 
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ming their judgment by reaſon, and the na- 


ture of things. The reverſe of this appears 
to be the method purſued by the generality 
of men in judging of chriſtians. Miſguided 
by ſome external |appearance, men of this 
wortd, whoſe ſtrong reaton, and acuteneſs 
of wit have not permitted them to ſtoop to 
the ſimplicity + the woſpel, conſider thoſe 
who .are true | chriftians, as - weak, 


Poor, ignorant, ſuperſtitious beings. As 
- rweah, becauſe they do not engage 1n all the 


_ uacertakings of worldly men ; poor,as gene- 


rally not poſleſied of nobility of birth, rich- 
es, honour, and all the external eifts of Pro- 


| vidence ; ; As 7gnorant, becauſe not ſkilled 


3 all: the. arts and. ſciences which compole 
human knowledge; ſuperſtitious, by giving 
allent to, and orounding their faith upon 
ſuch ſeeming contradictions as appear in 
th2 goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. But however 
mean and de{picable the true advocates of 
chriſtianity may appear in their external 
condition ; yet have they this conſolation, 
that they are rich jn faith, and heirs of the 
kin»dom of God, that their heavenly Father 
will own and rew el his faithful though deſ- 
piled ſervants at the great day, and FH it 
evident to angels, and men that he accepts 
n«t the rerſons af. princes, nor 1egards tne 
rich more than the Poor. As a uperabundant 
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recompence , for believing chriſtians, the 
apoſtle informs them what they are in Chrilt 
Jelus, how wealthy they. are As Chriſtians , 
that Chriſt is made unto them r/gh7eouſne/s, 
ſanflification, and redemption, and all thoſe 
received by virtue of their intereſt in, and 
union with Chriſt, combine to clevate them 


to the' rank of the wiſeſt men in the world, © 


But of him are ye in Chriſt &c, Such 1s 
the real condition of the children of God, 
however different from this their external 
appearence may be. Theſe words evi- 
dently point out the inexhauſtible treaſure 
found in and received from Chriſt. 
That we may know what this treaſure 1s, 
which we receive from Chriſt, let us draw 
our attention to the words of the text. In 
the conſideration of them we are to ſhew, 


| ——- K+ | 
I. That righteouſneſs, ſanQification, 
and redemption centre in Chriſt. 
IT. That by enjoying ſuch gifts, we 
chriitians alone have found out truc 
- witdom. | 


The Apoſtle in our text aſſerts that Chrift 
1s r:ghteorſricfs, The perfect righteouſneſs 
which ſhines conſpicuoufly in the character 
ot our blefſed Saviour, 151mputed unto bel'ev- 
ing chriſtians, Chriſt is malle unto us right- 

 Þ. | 
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couſneſs by relieving ys from| two heavy 
burthens ; the one, gw/? of in; the other 
&@vine wrath as the conſequence of it. 

From the tranſgreſſion of our firſt parents 
we lay under the inſupportable load of ſin, 
ind by conſequence became the certain ob- 
i<Cts of death ; for ſays St. Paul ** the wages 
It fin is death.” Rom. 8, 23. But that we 
might be delivered from this guilt Chriſt 
diced for us. Herein was.the love of Jeſus 
Chriſt manifeſted to the fallen depraved pol. 
terity of Adam. In confequence of this di- 
vine love, we were freed from the greateſt 
maſs of iniquitics, for, ** on him was laid 
the iniquity of us all,” Now therefo:e, by 
the death of Chriſt, we by faith, being made 
his members have ſuffered death with him, 
and thus in reality have paid the wages of 
fn. | | 

Our union and fellowſhip with Chriſt cau- 
ſes us to participate of the influence of his 
Spirit, and faq live and grow wp mn Chriſt, 
bein united to him, as members to the 

© , 
head. Ir is from this blefled union that we 
eXPErIence him, as the righteouſneſs made 
unto us, becauſe as finners we are puniſhed, 
tcing crucified with him, and buried in his 
death : but as new creatures, We arc feth 
ot his fcſh, and bone of his bone. The 
ia:ze ſpirit d wells in us, that dwelled 1n 


SER MON IV. 63 


him,” and we are partakers of the holineſs 
which retided in that holy tabernacle his bo- 
dy. All his aftions we claim as our own. 
As man the fon of man belongs to us. He 
lived for us and he died for us. He had no 
fins of His own, to expiate with his death. 
No! he was made for us a fin-oftering, taat 
we might be made righteouſneſs. And as 
we thus are righteouſneſs before God, only 
in conſequence of this our union with him, 
he is juitly by the prophet Jeremiah twice 
called the Lord our righteouſneſs, Jer. 
23d. 33d.' This confideration alone 
is the ſource of a good conſcience : 
this inſpires the ſoul with the deſire for the 
judgment day. This inftals into the breaſt 
that perfect love which expels fear, For 
by Chriſt as our 11ghteouſfnets we are perfect 
before God, and no judge can condemn us. 

Chriſt is our righteoufneſ(s by treeing us 
from divine 'wrath. We who are no more 
the ſubjects of fin, are now exempted from 
death, for this was the contequence of fin. 
And as we are become righteous by the 
death of Chriſt, fo do we enjoy our freedom 
from it. For fays St. Paul ** (carcely for a 
nghteous-man would one die; yet peradven- 
ture for a good man ſome would even dare 
to ae ;*' that 18 to ſay: hefore the death of 
Chriſt we were undcr the tentence of death, 
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otherwiſe Chriſt would not have died for 
us, for although ſome perſon might dic for 
a good man : no one will ever die for anc- 
ther, who is accounted juſt, and therefore 
cannot be under the ſentence of death. 
As we therefore were under this ſentence, 
and Chriit's death was imputed unto us : 
death ought not, cannot, and for the ſake 


of the Son of God will not reign over us. 


The true cauſe of this our freedom from 
death 1s only our union with him. - © Iam 
crucified, fays St. Paul with Chriſt, never- 
theleſs, I live, yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in 
nie ; *and the life which I now live in the 
fleſh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me and gave himſelf for me.” 


For a chriſtian crucified with Chriſt, enjoys 


a life of juſtification in this Nate of trial, 
with a hope of a life of olory hereatter, 
Chriſt is therefore made righteouſneſs to ev- 
ery one that bclieyeth on him that juſtifieth 
the ungodly, for their Faith is counted unto 
them for righteouſneſs. Rom. 4th chap. 


5th verle. 


As we experience that Chriſt is our righ- 
teouſneſs, fo we likewiſe find that he is our 


ſantification. Such an inexhauſtible treaſure 


we find in the bleſſed Saviour, that we derive 
every virtue from him, and this is accom- 
pliſhed in a two-fold manner ; both inter- 
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or | nally and externally. We are renewed in 


or | our internal conſtitution by the operations 
O- of the ſpirit of God, | 
re. This the Apoſtle elegantly declares i the 
6th chapter and 11th verſe of this epiltle, 
e, where he {peaking ot the miſerable condition 
= of ſinners before converſion, ſays ** and ſuch 
IC were ſome of you: but ye are waſhed, but 
S, 


ye are ſanctified, but ye are juſtified in the 
mM name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the ſpirit. 
N of our God.” How expreſſive are theſe 
T- words of the glorious change effected by 
means of God's mercy, and fanCtifying grace. 
we f «Ye are wathed.” This intimates that they 
were before polluted and defiled, and that 
therefore it be indiſpenſably neceſſary to be 
'S made clean by the facramental wathing of 
baptiſm, the laver of regeneration. ** Ye are 
ſanctihed.” We are purified in our hearts 
and natures by the fanctifying influences of 
_ divine grace, ani in conſequence of this; arc 
enabled to do the will of God. Influenced 


P. by the Spirit of God we are inveſted with 
ſpiritual power, a prerogative not enjoy 
1- by impenitent finners ; becauſe they are the 
ar {ſlaves of 1in. 

re We who are gui1:4 by the holy Spirit find 
VC 


the corruptions of our nature daily more re- 

moved ; we can :clilt the temptations of the 

[- wo:l d,an.l riſe fup-rior to ail che efforts of 
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Satan. 'This is a part of the chriſtian's ar- 
mour Eph. 6th chap. and 17th verſe, by 
which wy is enabled to withſtand the wiles 
of the devil, and cheartully complete the 
chriſtian vinrtire; 
A turther internal evidence of our ſanRifi- 
-. cation derived from the ſon of God is a 
principle of holinefs inſtilled in our breaſts. 
For being cleanſed by the ſpirit of Chriſt we 
are renewed in cur whole conſtitution, ' 

We have new deſires, new inclinations, 

new affections, ** For old things are paſſed 
away, ani all things are become new.” We 
are new creatures, and therefore live a life 
of true holineſs *« for the.love of God is ſhed 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghoſt 
which 1s given unto us Rom. 5th chap. and 
Sh verſe,” Our union, with Chriit by bis 
Spirit ſhould ,be, and is: the principal cauſe 
why we ſhould fill our minds with love and 
gratitude to our divine benefactor. 

Whoſe breaſt ſhould not overflow with the - 
moſt tender _—_— and love to him who 
firſt loved us. 1. John 4th chap. 19tn verſe. 
Who would, belts. ſenfible of the incſtima- 
ble benefits derived from him, 'be yet un- 
willing to acknowledge his goodneſs? Who 

would be flothful In recalling to mind this 
condeſcenfion? Who. would not view his 
$1yiour with fincergeſteem ? Can-any-perton 
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believe the hiſtory of Jeſus, and yet be void 
of that love which humanizes mankind, ſo 
little filled with gratitude, which is Fe to 
a Redeemer from death and eternal wrath ? 
But all our ha thews itſelf in obedi- 
ence, * / 
By virtue of Chriſt's being our ſantifica- = ; 
tion we are not only renewed in the ſoul,, Þ} 
but as a conſequence of this internal changet® 
are made to conform .our external actions . 


' to the will of God. Our whole external 


deportment receives a ſenſible and pertect _ a 
renovation. Weare free from all kinds of ex= 


ternal fin, which pollutes and defiles us. Ot 


theſe fins we have a catalogue giver in St. 
Paul's.;th, chap. to the Galatians : ſome of 
which are alultery., fornication, uncleanneſs, 
laſciviouſneſs &c, from all which we who 
are ſanctified through Chriſt, become altoge- 
ther free, ſo; that no veſtige of them can be 
found in a-true chriſtian, The-very found 
of theſe names. fills his- brealt and Yo'y ear 
with abhorance. 

In like manner we are freed from evil 
converſation, for we are moved by the Spirit 
of God, to order all our converſation aright. 

Chriſt is laſtly ſaid to. ,be our redempr1o7. 
The ſacred writer in this aflertion, you may 
perceive, does not mean that Chriſt redecem- 


ed mankind from a cas and bon- 
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dage as that of the Egyptians or Babyloni- 
ans. This, although ſomething ſimilar to it 
was the peculiar idea they had formed of the 
' pature of his ofhce, and extent of his pow- 
er; yet it was not the object of the Supreme 
Being in ſending his only ſon in this world. 
Neither do we find that it was our Saviour's 
object to redeem men from the grievances of 
the Romzn yoke, an erroneous notion, then 
prevailing among the generality of Iſraelites. 
As theie were not the ſcope of the words 
of the Apoſtle in calling Chriſt our redemp- 
tion, then let us couliticr them in a difterent 
light. Chriſt is our redemption by freeing 
us from the cu: ſe of the law. St. Paul in 
his 3d chap. Gal. and 13th verſe, exprefly 
declares that ©* Chriſt hath redeemed us from 
the curſe of the law, being made a curſe for 
us.” Notwithſtending the threats of the law, 
a believer 1s freed from the malediction of it. 
by Chriſt being a curſe for him. Our ob- 
noxioutinels to the divine wrath is removed, 
The puniſhment threatened unto us 1s dif- 
ſolve® and conſequently the curſe of the law 
can have no effect upon us, for Chriſt was 
made a curſe for us; that is he took the cu ſe 
upon himſelf. Our fin became his, by wil- 
lingly taking the puniſhment. As Chriſt 
was made fin for us, 2 Cor. 5, 21. ſo was 
hem ade a curle for us. Now as he was wade 
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ſin not by contracting fin, but by. becoming 
the ſin offcring for fin, and ſuffering the pu 
niſhment of it, ſo he was made a curſe, by 
ſuſtaining that mode of death which the law 
ſtiles accuried,, Deut. 21, 23. We are thetc- 


fore, made free from the curſe of the law, © Þ 


by Chriſt becoming our Redeemer. 

We, participate of Chriſt's redemption by 
ſeeing us extricated from the danger, and . 
from the dread of death. For in confe- 
quence, of our deliverance from the terrors 
of the law, which filled us with continual 
apprehen{ions of their execution, we are no 
longer harrafled with the ideas of corruption 
and mortality. Ot thiswe are aſſured in the 
2nd, chap. of | Hebrews 14th. verſe, where 
it is exprefied in thele words** Chrilt by af- 
ſuming fleth and blood hadl the intention t: 
deliver us, who through fear of death wer. 
all our life time ſubject to bondage. 

Such 1s our condition in this lite, effected 
by Chriſt as our Redeemer. In this amia- 
ble light, my brethren, Jet us behold him, 
in this capacity let us perceive his power, In 
our dying hour we ſhall be able to judge of 


this ſoul penetrating confideration, I know 
that my Redeemer lives! 


The laſt benefit ariting from the glorious 
ranfom paid by the deathly of Chriſt as our 
Redeemer, is perfect freedom from condems 
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nation and eternal puniſhment. Herein 15 
the greateſt and moR perfe& love manifeſt- 
ed by the Son of God to ſinners. Their 
names are in the book of life. Conſcious of 
haviiug ſinned, they come not into judgment. 
_ I. Conſider how theſe enjoyments make 
Chriſt unto us wiſdom To trace and cn- 
joy true wiſdom it is neceſſary we ſhould 
| know wherein it does not, and whercin it 
does confilt. 

True wildom which is the only treaſure 
we ſhould fcek for, is not derived from hea- 
thenſh philoſophy. Tt has been the great ob- 
ject of philoſophy in all ages to direct men 
to the means of attaining happineſs Now 
the philoſophy of the heathens contained 
ſeveral very important and moral precepts. 
Cheir ſciences were adapted to merit ap- 
plauſe, yet inadequate to produce that hap= 
pineſs which 1s permanent and real. It 1s 
true, they entertained ſome notions of a ſu- 
perior being, but when ſpeaking of him, 
they compared hum to almoſt every tpecics 
of the irrational and even inanimate part of 
the creation, Their wiſdom could not lead 
them to form quit ideas of a God. The 
Greeks in particular, who had arrived to an 
eminent degree of knowledge, who were 
held in great eſtimation for their literary at- 
tainments, - were hrnorant of that true 
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wid whichwwcs its origin to the revela- 
tion of God, - *' 

It is Rirthas evident that the wiſdom un- 
der conſideration is not derived from the 
wiſdom calculated to ſweeten ſoctal life and 
increaſe terreſtrial happineſs. Such it can- 
not be, for the object of this wiſdom differs 
from the object. of Chniſt's doctrine, and _ 
boih vary with reſpect to their nature and. 
extent, The latter has for its obje& 
Chriſt; the former directs its aim to this 
world, The one is cmployed in attaining 
the means for arriving to truth, and agtuates 
men to deal uprightly : the other 1s engag- 
ed in the acquiſition of worldly conſequence, 
and prompts men to act with iuttice. 
The one 1s celeſtial and of endlets duration ; 
the other, terreſtrial, and of -momentary 
continuance. The chief deſign of human 
wildom 1s to accomodate men in purſuing 
the molt prudent means of accumulatin 
wealth, and gratifying themſelves in all the 
ents here acquird ji. Theſe are the 
diſadvantages arifing fro heathenith PRO. 
ſophy ack] carthly {kiifulneſs, from both of 
which we cannot extract that wiſdom, 
which true chriittians alone find in Jeſus 
Chriit. 

True wiſdom is derived from that ſource, 
which rclievesus fron ignorance In matters 
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which are eternal, We my brethren, diſ- 
cover this blefling not from the, light of na- 
ture-and mere reaſvn, but from revelation. 
Herein are contained rules and precepts far 
ſuperior to the moſt refined philoſophy that 
has been, and will be compiled by. human 
underitanding, becauſe "they | yield us a 
knowledge of God, This 1s our only guide 
to heaven, and is in. the language of the 
Plalmilt © a lamp unto our feet, and a light 
unto our path. Pfa. 119th iogth' verſe. It 
not only leads us to the knowledge of God, 
_ but happily communicates to nicn the true 
nature of his perfe&tions. To mortals, 
when in a ſtate of ignorance, it is impoſti- 
ble to diſcover by the mere, though exccl- 
lent works, of nature the infinity, immen- 
ſity, wifdom, ſanctity, omnipreſence, and 
other glorious pertections of the great Ruler 
of the univerſe, Woe 4 

True wiſdom is likewife a deliverance 
from blindneſs ' in ſelf-knowledge. The 
accompliihment of ſelt-knowledge has ever 
been an object of enquiry among men, but 
it could not be obtained where hcavenl 
wiſdom did not hold cut its light. It has 
ever appeared of tuch importance to pro- 
mote tie happinets of mankind, that phi- 
Iutophy has directed its diſciples more or lefs 
to it. So much ſo that a Et of philoſo- 
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phers had this precept fixed on the doors of 
their ſchools, ** Know thyſelf.” Fromthis 
ſtate of ignorance- 1s the religion of Jeſus 
Chriſt adapted to free us.? For it repreſents 
to us our depraved condition. We are there- 
by enabled to diſcover how deeply we are 
involved in original fin, which has a ten- 
dency to make us humble before God, and 
earneſtly to look up fo him for mercy. The 
goſpel of our Saviour is the only monitorot _ 
our preſent ſinful ſtate. We are therein in- 
formed of the conſequences of cherithing 
evil thoughts and appetites, forbidden words 
and actions. Our whole tran{greſhon of 
the laws of God is therein clearly laid open 
to our view, But it likewiſe directs our 
attention to conſider our condemnation at 
the Judgment day. It ſhews the conſe- 
quences if we reject it and difregard its 
author. It aſſures us that an eternal puniſh- 
ment will be the certain reſult of ſych ac- 
tions. - | : 

True wiſdom muſt further be that which 


ſhews the way whereby men may be 


reconciled with God. What my brethren 
can appeaſe an offended Godwith fallen 
degenerate ſinners? Nothing but the blood 
of the only begotten Son of God Jeſus Chriſt 


whereby he made an atonement for us, 
G 
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_ and conf: quently obtained favour in the ſight 
of God. "This is the wiſdom found out by 
the Son of God, by contriving means which 
would contract God and man, and form a 
pertect union. This is of more value than all 
the ſacrifices of bullocks: and goats. which 
were only typical of -this true and eſſential 
atonement. 

True wilvom teaches to purſue that which 
1s attended with power. But this we reccive 

"through our Lord by his Spirit. His 
Spirit Pactuates us, inſpires us with that pow- 
er, Which deſtroys all finful and immoral 
practices, and maxes us walk as children of 
God a power, which no worldly wifdom 
ever could grant, no moral philoſophy ever 

retended to 1nitti, | 
The laſt mark of the wiſdom tound in we 
£demption of Jeſus is,that it inſures eternal 
life. Herein divine wiſdom excels all other. 
The attainment of life eternal, is a trea- 
ſure, which all human knowledge cannot 
Procure. Notwithſtanding it has been con- 

{idered as a defirable object of philoſophy at 

all times, yet its efforts have proyed Vain. 
It is for this reaſon my brethren, that the 
fathers of the primitive. church have fre- 
quently {tiled the rchig10n of Jeſus Cnriſt the 
pre [ biloſophy. And ſuch "tf chriſtian 
EXPCTIENCES It to be, Thus we find that 
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ty righteouſneſs, lanCtification and redemption. 
4 are in. Chriſt, all of which declare him un- 
2 to us the ſource of wiltlom. Let only. this 
F great truth be brought home to our con- 
1 Aciences. | 
1 A retroſpettive VIeW of our depravity by | 

the tran{gretfion 'of our firft parents, and a” 
\ ret: on ot our ap »ttacy-trom God by ac- 
. act diſobedience, ſerve to repreſent to us the 
> corruption of our nature and tite degraded 
: ſtate in which we at preſent Ve. Were we, 
| my brethren, more frequently to exercile 
- | our faculties in this; though unuſual, yet 


| ' truly important con; iderntion, it would 
undoubte: ily lead us to form the moſt hap- 
Py concluſions. [r wauldl cauſe! us X 
prove our temporal life, ant promote our 
eternal happineſs. Your: thoughts from 
the conlideration of our text, my he- 

love, ſhowd be cmployed in enquiring if. 
to the neceſhy of {uch a ſaviour, as the 
apoſtle here del{cribes to us. Are you, my 
brethren, 1n want of fandification, righteout- 
nels and redemption. ? Do you, and4 did you 
ever feel your loft {tate Are you not allured 
your doctrine teaches yOu, that you brought 
{in with you into this. world? Does. not 
conlcience intorm you, that you daily have 

increaſed this unhappy treaſure. From 
what quarter do you now. expect your {afety 
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trom the natural conſequences of ſuch a 
condition ? or had you never any apprehen- 
hons of being condemned for this your 
(tate? It ſo, ft t Chriſt, I beg YOu enlight- 
en you. He 1s willing to do this, anc more, 
tor he will procure you delverance. You 
cannot extricate yourtelves by your own 
power. It is merely through the Son of 
God, that you obtain perfect freedom. 

Make then my brethren ſerious enquiries for 


this great perſonage, . He 1s to be found by 


every true penitent, He will relieve you 
from the burthen of your . fins, all your 
miſeries will be removed, and every conſo- 
lation given you. He will give reſt.unto 
your ſouls, it you only make application to 
him, Call upon him in prayer,---in your 
private retirements, in your Cconcerns,- 1n 
anxieties and perplexities : commit all the 
concerns of your ſoul to ſuch a wiſe phylſi- 
cian---He is made by God the Father, what 
he 1s very willing to be to you. He pleads 
his Father's will, the nature of his ofhice, 
the ſcope of his miſſion, the friendſhip of 
all the heavenly huſt for the human race, 
when in reality his own bowels being trou- 
bled for. the loft, but returning ſinner, cx- 
tort irrefiſtibly the reſolution in the breaſt 
of the commilerating high prieſt; I will 
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furely have mercy upon him. Jer. 31, 20. 
How it can be, that ſuch finners can be fav- 
ed and reformed, as you are, this leave to 
him, who in exercifing his ſanctitying and 
redeeming power on you and on the millions 
of your condition, declares himſelt to be the 
wiſdom of God. By being able to fave to 
the uttermoſt all ſuch as come, he unfolds 
a myſtery which angels defired to look into, 
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ON 1 JoHN 11, 15, 16, 17. 


Love not the <world, neither the things that are 

mn theworld; if any man love the world the 
{ove of the Father 1s not im him, 

For all that 1s m the world, the luſt of the fleſh, 
and the luft of the eyes, and the pride of life, 

1s not of the Father, out 1s of the world. 

And the world paſſeth away, and the luft there- 

of : but he that. doeth the will of God abideth 


forever. 


A VIEW of the world is one of the grand- 
-(t ſcenes which can be exhibited to the hu- 
man eye. And in order to form a juſt eſti- 
mate of the. whole, its beauties and defects 
muſt neceflarily attract our view, and claim 
our conſideration. So contracted and Par- 
"tial 1s the human mind, that a careful cir- 
 cumfpeCtion in ſuch a contemplation is ab- 
{olutely requiſite. Even then, many objects 
which are the moſt conſpicuous and intereſt- 
ing paſs unobſerved ; while others more ob- 
fcure and imperfect obtain the higheſt ap- 
planſe, Wherever we turn our view, fuck 
obj:as deck this ſublunary region, and 
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among every claſs of men ſuch actions cloud 
the human character. The objects alluded 
to, and which form this fplendid ſcene, are 
the pomps and pleaſures, riches and magni- 
ficence, and whatever elle attracts the atten- 


tion and forms the glory of man. A view of - 
ſurrounding objects will fully juſtify thele | 


obſervations. For ſuch, experience teaches 
us, 1s the aſpiring and extreme pride of 
mortal creatures, that unleſs they can, kee 
up immenſe opulence, and dwell in ſplendid 
edifices, their defires are: not fatiated, and 
their minds never content. 
But how different would the tenor of man's 
Rowan: be, was he to reflect upon the va- 
nity and inſtability of earthly things? They 
would appear far leſs ſuperb, and not enti- 
tled to the eſteem and admiration, which 
mankind ſo laviſhly beſtow upon them. It 
is according to the utility and duration of 
things that we ought to 
jects thus permanent an 


d pure ought to fix 
our view, and to the a 


ittainment of ſuch 
ſhould all our endeavc 


rs be directed. . On 


this carth, however all is imperfect and "iN | 


fient, The moſt ſplendid performances 
which we daily behold, are like ſhadows 
projected by clouds, which the wind ſwitt- 


ly drives along. The whole frame of na- 


ture changes, decays, d comes to an end. 


value them. Ohb- 
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Whatever we behold and enjoy gradually 
tends to decay. The whole material ſyſtem 
'is inadequate for perpetual duration. How- 
ever magnificent an ſtable the univerſe may 
appear, it was only a temporary fabric on 
which human beings were placed for trial 
and probation. We are therefore very juſtly 
commanded ** not to love the world, nor 


the things that are in the world,” for they 


can yield us no permanent felicity. But we 
are reminded to place our afte&tions upon the 


abode of its author, and to be ever prompt 
and ſtedfaſt in the performance of his will, 


m order once to enjoy that inheritance, and 
thoſe pleaſures which endure through all 
eternity, The ſcope of the words now be- 
| fore us, 1s manifeſtly to thew, that an excei- 
five love of the world, or its enjoyments 1s 
in the higheſt degree unjuſtifiable and it fo, 
_ highly criminal in us conſidered as chriſtians 
and mortal creature In difcourſting then 
unon this propoſitio | which the text {ug- 
geſts, 1t is my purpoſc to ſpeak 


1. Ot the bve of the world or in what 
1t conſfifts. | 


TI. Its unjuſtifiableneſs. 


Agriakty: then to this method in confirm- 
ing in your minds the” truths ſuggeſted in 
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expreſiion ** Love not the world,” and this 
will lead us to conſider the nature of fuch a 
predeliction for the world. This patlion 
which is ſo predominant in the human 
breaſt, may be defined to be an extenſive 
attachment to thoſe pleaſures and objects, 


which tend to deſtroy our inclination to the 


future, and confine our 1deas and defires too 
much to the preſent world. This deſcrip- 
tion of the love of this world at once ex- 


*the text, let us examine the import of this 


cludes all ſinful earthly. enjoyments, and 


particularly forbids us to place our affections 
upon them. For of this exceſlive fondneſs 
are the words of the Apoltie to be under- 
ſtood in ſaying. ** Love not the world,  net- 


ther the things that are in the world.” It 


not, how would they accord with that 
command of the great St. Paul when he de- 


clares © uſe this world.” But obſerve with 


w hat caution it is added, ** as not abuling 


it,” evidently juſtifying a moderate uſe, and 


limited erjoyment of this life ; but totally 
rejecting a line of conduc which exceeds the 
Iimits of. moderation and decency, It 1s on- 
ly the abuſe of things, which is unjuſtifia- 
ble. A conduct which ſthews that we pre- 
fer this to the other world, 1s only the thing 


ſinful in the fight of God. From this ge- 


neral idea which 15 given us of the Apoſile's 
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# © exhortation, we are led to offer foine conſi- 


derationg upon the diſtinguiſhing properties 
of what we call worldly pleaſure. 

The whole 1cene of earthly gratifications 
is compriſed 1n, and may be viewci! un- 


- der the following repreſentations. The firſt 


of thele in- the language of the apoltle, is, 


-** the luſt of the fleſh, or as it may be 
expreiled by the comprehenfive term concu- 


piſcence, Various are the circumſtances to 
which our ideas may here be directed. For 
in effect it includes all theſe ſenfual delights 
and enjoyments which undermine and del- 
troy the happincſs of individuals, and the 
peace of ſociety, becauſe they are incompa- 
tible with the internal delight of the ſoul in 
God. Which are theſe encmies to a conver- 
{ation with God ? they are ſuch as cham- 
bering, wantonnels, 'rioting, intox1cations, 
and ſuch like ſeries of ſcenes, which in 
ceneral fill up the Lfe of man, Let us but 
for a moment repreſent to our minds the in- 
numerable profligate, \and diflolute actions, 


we behold among mankind and the relult 


will be, a conviction \ot the corruption and 
depravity of the human heart. It will exhi- 
bit that originalwickednels, which incline; 
raen to ſin and evil in its various forms and 
dcorees, In ſhort the lults,of the fleth war 


WW 


| objects may be, and are here ſuppoſed, the 
attentive and reflecting mind will 
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againſt the - peace of the ſonl, and continu- 
ally marr all our pious endeayours tor its ſal- 
vation. ; 
The other image which holds up to our 
view {ome of thele ipectacles which compoſe 
ſublunary pleaſures, is, © the luſt of the eye.” 
Here the deſtroyers of vice and the Promo= 
ters of vircue are exhibited in various forms, 
an din this variegated and flattering ſcene are 
the men of this world highly delighted. On 
theſe they gaze with ox fteady eye. What 


eaſily 
diſcover. "They are ſuch as plays, exhibiti- 


ons, mere ſenſual ſpectacles and ſhows, and 
innumerable other ſintul ſcenes, which al- 
lure the attention an gratify the eye. And if 
we even turn our attention from public to 
private objects, the lame proſpects are Pre- 
{ented to our view. For imftance, perſons 
vho are ever prefling forward to attain the 
riches of this world. Te them the ſhining 
appearances of filver and gold are the moſt 
pleaſing : to them, money 1s an idol. Theſe 
are the ebje&ts after which our eyes luſt, 
and upon which a part of earthly happineſs 
is founded. 

Let us laſtly exhibit to our imaginations 
the remaining part of the ſcene of human 


pleaſures, W hich the _— deſcribes by 


| SERMON $4 


«© the pride of life,” What reſpects pride 
. It 1s this, exhibiting to the world ſuch 
ſuperfcial and pompous appearances w hich 
exceed the bounds of decency, and what 
our own condition in life will not permit. 
Men frequently facrifice their health and 
eternal ſalvation merely to ſhew to the gaz- 
ing multitude, their pride and opulence. 
_ What are thoſe magnificent edifices which 
very where ſtand in our view? What are 
thoſe ſplendid and coſtly gardens which 
adorn the fields cf men ? but objects and 
ſcenes, which indicate human pride. What 
1s this oftentatious luxury of dreſs, and other 
appendages but the pride of lite. 
It even comprehends more than theſe, 
Men are ever anxious to exhibit to the. world 
their pompous appearances by honors and 
dignities, by high titles and promoted ita- 
tions in life. They continually aſpire after 
the pride and vanity of this flecting world, 
but the virtue and honors, which entitle them 
to the enjoyment of future felicity, are far 
below their notice and canfſideration.. We 
may truly in the words of our text declare, 
whatever is in the world, the luſts of the 
fleſh, the luſts of the eyes, and the pride of 
life, are the higher objects of men. But 
however rational and juſtifiable ſuch a con- 
duct may appear in the minds of men, and 
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whatever ſanction it may have received, and 


{till receive from the prevailing cultom of 
the world, let us reſt allured, that they are 


highly” diſpleafing and abominable in the 


fight of God, and accordingly deſtroy our 
preſent as well as our future telicity. This 
Ieads-us | | 

I. To ſhew how,unjuſtifiable and fin- 
ful the love of the world 1s. 

The propriety of fulfilling this diſuation 
of the Apoſtle will evidently appear fromthe 
following important and perſuaſive reafons, 
The firſt which offers itſelf in this confider- 
ation is, the inconfiltency of theſe defires, 
or incompatibility of the love of the world, 
with the love of God. To place our aftec- 
tions upon two objects, which in their na- 
ture and tendency are oppoſite ; and at the 
ſame time to poſſeſs a {upreme regard for 
both, 15 a ſuppoſition abſurd to allow, znd 
a thing altogether impoſſible to perform. 
Fhe truth of this aſſertion every rational 
mind muſt diſcover. It isnot only ſupport- 
ed by reaſon, but even fanctioned in the 
words of our text ; for we are here aſſured, 
that ** if any man love the world, the love of 
the Father is not in him.” Now to love the 
world, my beloved, is, as has beecn obſery- 
e1, placing our aftction upon it, and ſerv- 
ng it in all our ſecular intereſts and deſigns, 
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\ of heaven aſpire after the love of God, - and 
eternal ſatvation. They find the objects and 
pleaſures of this life fo impure and tranfent 
as caufe them to ſeek aſter thoſe, which ate 
holy and permanent.” 
The love of the world will appear infinite- 
Iy more unjuſtigable, and ſinful, if we trace 
it to its fource, or confider its origin, It we 
examine 1n every reſpect the nature and ten- 
dency of human pleaſures, we may without 
the leaſt prejudice againſt the things them- 
felves, or violation of the truth declare, 
. that earthly pleaſures and enjoyments have 
not their origin trom God, Although the 
earth and its foundations where brought in- 
to being by the Almighty, and deſigned for 
the uſe and gratification of his creatures, yc 


the Apoſtle POL, 121) declares, that 1s 10 
ful pleaſures are to |be rejected, becaulc tney 
are not of the Father. 'T'his 1s evident Irom 
the ſubſequent confiderations, God is not 
the inſ{tigator or author of ſuch frivolous 
carthly pleaſures, | which nave TCH Neen 
conſidered. He cannot be, for he inceſ- 
ſantly calls us trom them. "The' world we 
know 1s very influential in inſtigating and 
inflaming our aftections to its evil practices, 
but we are affectionately .exhorted in the 
epittle to the Coloſſians to ** Set our afec- 
tions on things abave, not on things on the 
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earth” The world phyftically con{tdered 


is good, and mult attract our admiration, 
for! it is the work of God, and as it were a 
mirror, in which all his pertections thine. 
But if we conſider it in relation to us mm 
this prefent finful tate; and its tendency 
to draw our affe&ions from God, we thall 
find that God: 1s not the author of thels 
worldly pl: >a{ures.- 
The origin+ of worldly' pleaſures is not, 
and cannot "be afcribed to the Almighty, for 
they arc averſe to his will, and conſequent - 
ly muſt be unpleating to him. The Ppica- 
ſures of this hfe are deftroy ers of 'virtue, 
and promoters of vice,- Fhey are of ſuch 
a nature and tendency, as to lead men 1n- 
to fin an] evil of every Kind; even to caule 
both their ſouls and: bodies to receive cndlet; 
miſery. Such ſurely cannot procced from 
him who is the Father of lights. Neither 
can God condeſcend tor ach ſcenes of 
worldly pleaſures, and receive delight from 
the performance of then, And this may 
very eaſily be determined, by having re- 
courſe to daily tranſactions in life. Are 
men delighted with events, which deftroy 
or” in any retpect oppoſe'their plans, or fe- 
calar intereſts? Of this daily experience 
convinces to tae contrary. In hike manner, 
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my beloved, we'may difcoyer that our hea- 

venly Father is not delighted with worldly | 
pleatures, for they ſtand in oppoſition to 
the gracious plans he has laid for the. fur- 

therance of our ſalvation. | 

We may then very juſtly conclude, that 
the love of the world is not of the: Fether, 
but flows from an! oppotite fource. "The 
chief concern of the geiierality of men is, 
| how they may enjoy the pleaſures which 
_ the enſnaring world infinuates.. And they 
are of the world, '|becauſe men frequently 
ſacrifice every part of religious Cuty. in or- 
der to. promote them, and cenſcquently 
view. them as the'only circumſtances wortl:y 
their notice. | ; 

- The thirdTeaſon offered to flicw the im- 
propriety of »placing | our affections upon 
this world, and'its immoderate enjoyments, 
is taken from the connection of ſuch defires 
with the worldatielf. For © the world pal- 
i-th away, and the/Tuſts thereof?” Thete 
words ſhould fill our minls. with fear and 
aſtoniſhment, for we are therein aſtured of 
the vaniſhing condition of nature, and par- 
ticularly of the final diffoluticn of the world, 
Numberleſs circumftances, or effets in the 

Univerſe, by natural phenomenas might here 
be produced to illuſtrate the tranſient ſcene 
of this world. But Ict us at prefent, have 
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recourſe to the pure fountain of holy writ, 
from which this truth 18 derived, aud in 
which it is alſo eſtabliſhed. The Apoſtle Pe- 


ter exprelily declares, that ”the heavens ſhall 


paſs away with a great noile, and the ele- 
ments thaill melt with fervent heat, the 
earth allo, and the works that are therein 
{hall be burat up.” The viſible heavens 
unable to ſuſtain the coming of the Lord 1 in 
his glory, ſhall paſs away, fuffering fuc 
an awful change, and. be attended mY 
ſuch rapidity and clarmour, as will tar eX- 
ceed the heat of our jmaginations. Even 
'< the elements ſhall melt with fervent 
heat.” The clements of whick the earth 
and its creatures are compoled, ſhall-by the 
altoniſhing power: of fire be diflolved, and _ 
fuch will he the eticcts of: this operation, 
that the globe and its inhabitants, © and all 
the w orks, whethcr of nature or art, ſhall 
be utterly confamcd,, Where then will 
thoſe {ately palaces anT plumiong gardens 
be? Lo! they will be hurled and deftroyet 
in this general conilagration. The whole 
beautiful fabric will be thrown down, ne- 
ver more to ariſe, The change and ruin of 
this material fyſtern is allo verified by St. 
Paulin his epiſtle to the Hebrews, ſaying, 
* They ſhall periſh, they all ſhall wax ol 
as doth a garment, and as a veſture ſhalt 
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thou fold them: up, and they ſhall be chanp-= 
ed.” It 1s farther confirmed by the words 
of Chriſt himiclf, when he directed his dif- 
ciples to objerve the figns of the time which 
were to be preludes of the deſtruction of the 
jewiſh nation, declaring, £* Heaven and 
earth ſhall pals away, but” my words ſhall 
not pals away.” Qertain it is then; my be- 
love, that the preſent habitation of men 


{hall Us made to paſs away,. when. their 
probationary courte is finiſhed, and the time 


moſt proper tor. its; termination is arrived. 
Fhe world not only paſfeth away, but 
allo **-the luits thereof.” In conſequence 
of their connection | with the world, they 
muſt undergo the ſame atc.. They arc ſo 
related to ach other, as an effect is to its 
cauſe, which if the! one 13 deſtroyed, the 


other will atſuredly not” be accomplithed. 


When - the foundations: of the world are 
ſhaken, and when the whole frame of nature 


falls into ruin, | then wall thoſe proud and 


ſtately cities, thoſe pyramids and towers, 
thoſe temples and palaces which cover the 
{urface of the earth; no longer remain and 
cxhibit thoſe ſcenes which now delight the 
eyes of a ſinful generation. _ © The faihion 
of this world,” ſays St. Paul to the Corin- 
thians, ** paſſeth away.” +Even defire ſhall 
fail, is the language of Solomon. , Let us 
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then, not place our wo ſs in the -enjoy- 
ment of the things of this life, Let us uſe 
this world as not abuſing. it, and amidft the 
bultle of the world keep our minds <d: laftect- 


ed to its pleaſures, ever animated with the 
love of God. 


"The fourth, and Iaft Keiblc argument _. 


given to er; 5 from our breaſts thoſe _ 

appetites, which impede and dettroy our love 
of God, is taken from the happy effects of 
the contrary duty, or theammortality of him 
who loves God. The Apoſtle in the werds 
of our text aflizms. ©< He that doeth the will 
of Ged, abideth forever.” This '\s the 
charaCter of the true lover of God'in oppo- 
lition to the lover of the world. His de- 
Ii ot 1s todo the will of God. The ſn. 
preme ruler has laid before Reriking certain 
preſcriptions, in the knowledge and Per= 
formance of which we muſt ever be exercil. 
ed, The will of God cat pretends faith in 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt, which is clear from 


fohn 6, 29--40, Faith 18:2 firm perſua- 


fon that he is that -eternal Son of God. 
whom he declared himiclf to be,” and that 
he is the true Saviour and Lord of the world, 
As he 1s our Lord, - Faith aiſo includes our 
obligations and conſent to obey all his comme . 
mandments, and to put. our whole rwruſt in 
him alone for the attainment of life eternal; 
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By having faith in the only begotten Son of 
God, and ſubmitting unto the precepts and 
doctrines, whichthave been- deltvered unto: 
us, we are under an obligation to regulate 
the tenor of our conduct accordingly. For 
the will of the Almighty is likewiſe that we 
{ſhall be holy, or have our inclinations con- 
formable to the holy nature of God, keep- 
ing ourlelves ſeperate from the polluted 
cuſtoms, and faſhions of a degenerate world; 
and at the fame time Keep ourſclves in 
readineſs, ever exhibiting our ſervices to the 
demands of our divine benefaQtor, and yield- 
ing all obedience unto' him. For ſays St. 
Paul in his epiſtle to the Hebrews, ++ Gd 
make you perfect in every good work, dc12g 
that which "aa reve in his fight.” 


This 1is the objeAFa true lover of God 
purſues, and the only thing he has in vievy. 
The perfection of. integrity to God, of a 
_ clear conſcience 'to*men, of vivid aftetions 
and defires within ourſelves are the foun- 
tains of the good works alluded to, _ By be- 
1g perfect in ſuch parts of our duty here, 
we ihall a{Turedly be| fit for the enjoynienc 
of heaven hereafter. | The will of the Su- 
preme Being is, that we ſhall diſclaim all 
conformity-to the world and its concomit- 
ants, Be not conformed to this world, but 
be ye transformed by the renewing of your. 
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amind, ſays St. Paul, ** that ye may prove 


what is that good, and acceptable and per- 
fect will of God.” The good will of God 
expreſſes his counſel of grace. It is good, 


for it diſcovers his good antentions towards 
us. His acceptable will is, that we ſhould 


be ſtimulated to the performance of ſuch 


good works, which we may even ſuppoſe 
are pleaſing in his fight. His pertect. will 
is, that we ſhould obey his commandments, . 


and practice all things, which tend to the 
perfection of the man of God, and furmiſh' 
us thoroughly in every good word and 
work. This will of God, which contains 
theſe three diſtin objects, we chriſtians 
mult prove by applying our hearts and ears 
to the word of God, and fo we ſhall be 
transformed in our minds, andactually per- 
form every known duty. © 

Such is the revealed will of God to man. 
The blefled effects ariſing rom the perfor- 
mance is, that he ** abidetf forever. '* Su- 
pertor to the works of nature, and unmov- 
ed by its changes will the true lover of 
God ever remain. Amidſt the general and 
final ruin the upright and faithful ſubje&s of 
God will have nothing to fear. They will 
continue ever unimpatired, and crowned with 
immortality. 'To the prefent exiftence our 
ſtability is net confined, for here all is 
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 ſubje& to change and will affuredly termi- 
nate 1n univer{al deſtruction. But to the new 
heavens and tne new earth we are to direct 
our view, in which he that doeth the 
will of God, ſhall be made to dwell with 
him in everlaſting” righteouſneſs, Perma- 
nent tclicity will be the reward of his inte- 
grity and godlineſs. Surely he ſhall be for 
ever, ſays the Pſalmiſt, the righteous ſhall 
be in everlaſting remembrance. 

'Thus I have thewn you my friends, the 
impropriety and unjuſtifiablencſs of ufing the 
world, and its enjoyments immoderately. 
Sufficient has been” ſaid to convince every 
refleting perſon among us of its evil con- 
ſequences, and: to ſtimulate us to the faith- 
ful diſcharge® of our love and integrity to 
God. Notwithitanding all the forcible ar- 
ouments revealed bythe Almighty, 'and all 
rational e ndeavours of pious men, "for 
the abolition of fuch conduct, yer how Ilit- 
tle do they affe&'the minds of men. This 
daily experience teſtifies. To us who view 
the conduct of -the. world, what vile and 
diſguiting ſcenes are every where repreſent- 
cd to our obſervation. On the one hand, 
rioting and intoxication, on the other wan- 
tonnels and debauchery. One haſtening to. 
ſcenes of pleaſure and amuſement; another, 
ſitting ia tae ſeats of -theſcornful aud un- 
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godly. ' On every fide are the ways ot Satan, 
to them more deſirable and pleaſing than the 
ways of God. 

The houſe of feaſting therefore ſhould be 
more the obje& of our fear'than the houſe 
of mourning. Oh! to what degeneracy 
and corruption is man fallen ? But my be- 
loved what fruits may we expect to derive 
from ſuch«ſcenes of abomination! Nothing 
but remorſe of conſcience in the preſent 
life, and endleſs miſery in the life to come. 
We ſhall be deſpiſed and rejected by the 
Lord of heaven |and earth, and ever depriv- 
ed of his brightnets and glory.  O be then 
perſuaded of the vanity and ruin attending 
human pleaſures, and begin from this time 
forward to enquire after Gad, our only joy. 

And thoſe of us, who have experienced 


the love of God, . let us never leave him, 


but continually preſs forward therein, ever 
growing in grace and faver with our Lord. 
Let us who know and do his will, remain 
ſtedfalt in the diſcharge of it unto the end 
of our life. Like Job let us be refolved not 
to remove our integrity from God. 

But how ſhall I addreſs you, who are 
mourning and complaining ot your inability 
to do the will of your heavenly Father. 
O my attectionate friends, there is no more 
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required than an emotion of the ſoul. De- 
fire is the only thing which muſt firſt. ap- 
pear, and then you may reſt aſſured, that 
you will receive aid in proportion to the 
improvement. They who hunger and 
thirſt after righteouſneſs ſhall be filled, 
and joytully entertained with the embraces 
_ of mercy. Grant therefore, O Lord, that 
thy Spirit may be our only guide to bring 
vs to the everlaſting enjoyment of thy love, 
amen, 


98 


SERMON VL 


——_— Dr ———_— —_ —_ 
= 
. 


ON LUKE 11. Al---52, ] 


Now hs parents ent to Teruſalem cvery yea) 
xt the feaſt of the paſſover. 8&Cc. 


LORD, T have loved the habitation of thy 
houte,” ſaid the Pfalmiſt David, ** and the 
place where thine honor dwellety.” Love 
to the houle of God'1s one of the moſt ami- 
able qualities, which diltinguithes a chrittt- 
an, It is-a quality which all may w:ſh to 
be thought ſled of, but few have thoſe 
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F ctiterions whereby others may judge that 
t they really merit it. The marks -which are 


requi Gre to manifeſt our love to the place of 
divine wor! hip, are an emotion of the 1{oul, 
which expreſies our defire for {zeing it, and 
an endeavour. to appe 1r 22S frequent as POt- 
fible therein, to enter into a covenant with 
God. Unleſs men thew thisaffetion under 
the two concurring actions of defire and fre- 
(}11ent preſence, V.:in are all their Dreten- 
tons to true Chriſtianity. For it we have 
a defire only, without procgeding furtherin, 
- our duty, it will pro. t us Jittl-, and iffwe 
are continually in the Kouſe of God, 
having not that fervent defire and PICtY 1 
our hearts, which ſuch a pl Ce juitly de 
mands, ic is a truitle!s perfermance.. The 
one is as it were, fuith without works, the 
other, works without faith; Both ſepe.. 
rately taken are _in{t2nificant. We muſt 
therefore unite them, if we wiſh to ſhew 
the charactcr of a rea! clciſtian, 
7 But what |1s the obje&' which a true 
n chriftian loves 7 It is with David, the houſe 
0 of God; It 1s that beautiful and divine 
| $ fir uſtore, © winch 1s conſecrated for the fer- 
- 1 vice and honor ofthe Lord'our God. - This 
> | place of rehdencens a Jclightful object Place 
a ed before the eyes of the lover of the Al- 
mighty. A place, to which all his affec- 
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tions are directed, into which to go and 
dwell there 1s the higheſt delight. | 

And what cauſts this delight to ariſe in 
the ſoul? What prompts us to go to the 
houſe of God ; It is, becauſe the honor of 
God dwells there? It is the place where 
. the great Ruler of the univerſe is pleaſed ito 
maniteſt his preſence among his faithful 
and obedient people. In the tabernacle of 
the Lord we are particularly .entering into 
communion with him. There, our devo- 
 Uon riſes upon the wings of faith and praiſ- 
cs, and it is there that we are addrefled by 
the word of God, and acted upon by the Ho- 
ly Spirit. Such are the evidences required 
to ſhew this divine love to the houſe of 
God, and ſuch are the motives which com- 
pcl us to dwell there. But he who fincere- 
ly places his affections upon his Creator, 
and truſts in him as a guardian and ſhep- 
herd, not only diredts his eye and pays re- 
{pe& to the houſe of worſhip, but alfo ho- 
nours and glorifies God, by delighting in 
and keeping his ordinances. Ot this part 
of a chriſtian's duty contained in the goſpel 
for this day, I fthall at preſent diſcourſe. 
To this end, then, we are to conſider, 


I. The origin |of this delight in the 
ordinances of God, 
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'TI. Shew how our delight therein 1s 
manitctted. | 


From enquiry it 13 found, that our de- 
Tight in the ordinances of the Lord 1s excit- 
od; or ariſes from a knowledge we have of 
thetr excetlency. It 1s certain, that KnowW- 
ledge is no lefs effential in propagating and. 
eſtabliſhing divine, than human appoint=-. 
ments. [t is from a thorough acquaintance 
with things that we m: 1y diſcover their true 
affirmation. Our eſtimation, therefore, ot all 
ordinances both human and divine ſhould be 
derivedtrom a contiderationof two Important 
circumitances. "The firſt 1s their intention. 
What was the object of God in laying theſe 
ordinances before men, or for what end -- 
Were they initituted? Under the divine 
ordinances we underſtand. public worthip; 
public in{iruction, and public teſtimonies 
ot our {crious difpolition to our iy: 16; 
Public worihip has two ends in view, th 
firſt of w hich 1 is to remind us of our de- 
pendence upon God, which creates humi- 
lity and confidence in him. The other. 1s, 
cur uniting together, and ſhewing an equa= 
lity THeoty na 'B this our God delighis, 
becauſe ſuch a union may become the means 
of exciting others to a true devotion, whole 


brealls were not yet warmed thereby, "The 
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whole tenor of the divine economy with 
men ſhews, that it js the will of the Deity, 
that one man ſhall endeavour to effect the 
{alvation of the other, 

This being the intention of the ordinan- 
ces of God, let us alſo know the efficacy, or 
power, with which they are inveſted. This 
1s the greateſt evidence we can have of the 
excellency of the divine inſtitutions. They 
profeſs a power ſuperior to, and more mo- 
mentous, than all the laws and eſtablith- 
ments which have been, and can be given 
by mankind. Human laws are highly in- 

_ ferior to religious obſervances; they can ex- 
tend no farther than to the ations of men, 
but religion, which contains the ordinances 
of Gol, rules not only the actions, but allu 
the tempers aud inclinations. The power 

_ of which I ſpeak is, continually to draw 
our will and affections from this world, and 
_ place them on God, He who truly delights 
in the ordinances of God, cannot but de- 
{piſe and diſregard all earthly objects, which 
hinder heavenly joy. and peace to rule with- 
in him : ſuch 1s the excellency of thele or- 
dinances Gdiſcoverable trom their 1ntention 
to teach and their power to govern our lives, 

It is. obſet vable|alfo, that this delight 

does not only arte from the knowtedor of 
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reverence we have for God, who 15s the au- 
thor of them. And why mult we obey the 
Almighty ? the reaſon is evident ; becaufe 
every good thing proceeds from him. 
There is nothing in the nature of God, 
which is evil : he is therefore to be acknow- 
ledged as the caule and ſpring of every thing 
which is good. This the Apoſtle James 
plainly informs us of in the 1ſt chap; and 
17th verſe of his epiſtle ſaying, ©* Every good 
gift, and eyery perfect gift is from above, 
an&cometh down from the Father of 


Lights,” Every thing which is good, et- 


ther of the viſible or inviſible things of the 
creation, we receive from God. We muſt 
acknowledge him as the author of all the 
powers an perfections that are in us, and 
the giver of the bleſlings we enjoy, obtained 
through theſe means. None of our ble- 
miſhes or evil actions are to be charged up- 
on God but upon ourſelves, for in us, all 
ſin originates, God 1s allo faid to be the 
« Father of Lights.” Heis the cauſe of the 
vilible light of the fun, and heavenly bo- 
dies. It 18 him, who fajd, let there be 
I:ght, an(! Immediately light appeared. 
This Go.! is prononnced.the author of the 
fir!t of all the works of the creation, and 
in {yme ref necte COMmnaree to it. In this 
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of the Almighty clearly diſcovered, for as 
_ the ſun 1s full of hear, power and beauty, ſo 
God 1s complete | in grace, providence and 
&lor Y. and Infinitely [more 
£ every good thing ariſes from him, then 
we nortipely mutt love all Etch pro- 
| ceeds from him! This| is upon the princi- 
ple of love to the author. If we love Ged, 
we will delight in his ordinances, and - 
- 1s there among us, who ſhould not feel 1 
his duty to Tore God? Who ſhould be 
unwilling to fulfil what God requires, fince 
it 1s 1o beneficial both to our prefcnt 
__ comfort and future welfare ? There is no- 
thing which he does, but it is for the goo4 
of all his creatures, | Rich and poor, the 
- wiſe and 1gnorant, the juit and unjuſt, all 
partake without diſtinction of the mercy 
and goodnefs of the| Almighty, for with 
1m, there 1s no reſpect of perions. You 
and l my brethren, it we do- the will of 
the Lord, ſhall abide tor ever. 
To reverence the Almighty, is to obey, 
for this 1s the fit refult of love towards him, 
There 1s no love, it there is no obedience. 
Fo Tr this 1s the love of God, fays St. John, 
$'« that we keep his commandments.” ” We 
truly love cop in fulfilling his command- 
ments, for in keeping ein, we nult have 
an inclination thereto and a ddight tixcrcin. 
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We muſt be reſolved to obey, and keep 
Gop's laws, crying out with the pſalmitſt 
Pavid, *© O how love I thy law, I will 
run the way of thy commandments.” Even 
Chriſt in the evangeliſt John, when the 
Apoſtles were ſhewing their love to him, 
by filling their hearts with forrow for hls 
departure, tells them, that love towards 
- him did not conſiſt in grieving for him, 
but in keeping his commandments, ** It ye 
love me lays Chrilt, keep my command= 
ments.” Thus our reverence for 60D cau- 
ſcs us to delight in his ordinances. 
And it we proceed farther in this enquiry 
we thall find, that we are ſenſibly delighted 
with the divine injunctions from the good 
effect they produce upon others. "The true 
children of God derive from the obſervance 
of them the greateſt pleaſure and comfort. 
They conceive lt the greateſt bleſſing in en- 
Joying the means and opportunity of keep- 
ing the ordinances which have been inſti- 
tuted by their Heavenly Father. There 1s 
no conlideration more ediſying to the ſoul, 
more powertul in regulating man's whole 
conduct, both public and private, than the 
ordinances of God; it 1s the meat and drink: 
of a true Chriſtian ; it is his ſupport. Ob- 
ſerve thole who have a duc reſpect to and 


perform as much as Jay in their power the 
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commandments of God, and you will ſee, 
that all _their- words and actions procced 
from a divine oht dwelling 10 ihcir hearts, 
trom a mMInd tru |Y attached to GiLUd and his 
OrdImances, 

The 00d eftect 1s not only obſervable: In 
the comfort which they  poſicſs,. but alſo in 
their holinets. They have ſuch i mpret ons 
war Uiehr Mm! Cds of \the divine nature, as 
cauſe them to keep| themſelves Poke the 
vices and extravagances which ſurround 
them: with true piety and uprightneſs th-y 
conauet thequielves, ever living in the itrict- 
eſt cemmunion with their Maker; and Ict 
it be remembered, that ſich Chrilſtians, even 
12 addition to their comfort ana holinels, 
are filled with the love of univerſal peace. 
Inttead of forming diffentions and quarrels, 
they endeavour to ) quell them ; in the room 
of war and contuſion, | they with to ſubſti- 

ate peace and order ; 1n cad of falling their 
minds with all woridly or political eiſputes, 
they reject them, and attend to what is more 
profitable both to their: preſe 1t and {future 
happineſs. In a word, comfort under all 
trials and temptations, holineſs in a de- 
 praved world, and brotherly love, peace and 
harmony they receive| from delighting in 
God's ordinances.---Laftly, 

This delight is known t to | aritc from our 
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own experience. Thoſe Khioſe chief plea- 
ſure conſiſts in keeping them, enjoy the 
moſt comfortable ſenſations in the Houle of 
God. Thelce ſenſations are cauſed from the 
various parts of divine ſervice, all of which 
concur to raiſe our aftections to a more hap- 
py and permanent place of” exiſtence, and 
give us a pledge of our future glorious ſtate, 
The blefled thoughts which fill our minds 
in ſinging the hymns and pfalms which are. 
appointed, is almoſt beyond human concep- 
tion ; every word, linc and verſe offered in 
melodious ſtrains to God comforts us, and 
brings us nearer to a ſpiritual fellowſhip 
with him. And ſuch 1s alto the effe& of 
prayer; there we open our hearts to the Al- 
mighty, laying open to his view all our' 
weakneiles and diſtrefles, and receive from 
him the moſt effectual remedy for their re- 
moval. What are the comforts, my bre- 
thren, which we derive from prayer ? It is 
in the performance ot this duty that” we 
ſpeak to God, and God to us, thereby alling 
our hearts with divine love. This love is al< 
109 promoted by Paying attention to the fer- 
mons preached, and applying the words 
which are ſpoken 10 ourielves individually . 
and above a}l 1s this love eanarmed by Par- 
taking of the ſacraments of the Lord's SUP= 
Pcr. 
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From our own experience ariſes likewiſe 
the higheſt delight. What pleaſure does 
he who has taſted of God's ordinances en- 
Joy ? O my beloved friends, far above what 
language can expreſs! All his words and 
actions are expreſhive of a peaceful mind ; 
his whole lite 1s regulated accordingly, and 
is clearly diſcovered by others. We come 
now to the ſecond part of this conſideration, 
whici 1s, 

Il. To ſhew how our delight in the or- 
dinances of God is manifeſted. The firſt 
circumſtance which here ſtrikes our attcn- 
tion, 1s the true motive to this delight, The 
true motive 1s not mere cuſtom. It is not Þ 
| becauſe men have been for many ages accul- 
tomed to go to the houſe of God, and at- 
tended to its diſcipline, that ſhould induce 
us to delight in the ordinances of the Lord, 
Acting thus we act from a principle of pre- 
Judice; we ſhew that we have no true ideas 
of them, and conſequently cannot judge of 
their excellency. This we know 1s too 
much the cate among men, even men who 
are diſtinguiſhed for their witdom and un- 
derſtanding, men whom the world calls 
Chriſt:ans. Cuſtom, therefore, cannot be the 
true motive, neither 1s the imitation of 1t the 
example of others. Are we in this grand con- 
ccrn to be regulated by the practice of others? 
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no means, for we might by them be as eaſily 
led into error and falſchood as into the con- 
trary ; this would deſtroy 'our ability to 
ſearch the ſcriptures, and our free will to 
think and act tor ourſelves ; the true motive | 
could not be, and is not the conſideration of 
obtaining merit. We know, my beloved, 
that we are ſinners, and ſubject to fall daily 
into more fin. We cani.ot exceed the bounds 
of our duty to the Almighty, and, theretore, 
are defective in what 1s required of us ; -. this 
Chriſt in the Evangeliſt Luke tells us, bytay- 
ing, ** When ye have done all thoſe things 
which are commanded you, fay,weare unpro- 
fitable tervants, we have done that which was 
our duty to do.” We may perhaps do more 
than others, yet no mare than was demanded 
of us. Though we ſhould doall, yet in many 
reſpects we come {ſhort of doing it right, we 
conſequently cannot merit any thing at the 
hand of the Lord. We muſtneither delight in 
the Lor&#s ordinances with an intention to ac- 
quire the favor of others ; this 1s {ſerving the 
Almighty tor our own honor, not for his ho- 
nor, and frequently exhibiting to the world 
iuch dP PCaramnces, as ofs. not coincide with 
the dictates of conſcience. All theſe are not 
the true motives, why we ſhould reJOICE IN 
and Mo the commands of the Lord. | 

But that which compels us to it, is our 
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alkinity with God, We muſt know that our re- 
Jation to God 1s ſuch as that of a ſon toa farths 
This Jeſus tells his parents when tNey qu << 
tioned him concerning his conduct, © H: 
15itthat ye fought me, wilt ye not that ] by” 


te about my Fathef' s buſineſs ??”” Here ve 
ſee, t* at he of ers 41 realon w þ \ . he Bed Q To 
tained. . The buſineſs which my Father gave 


WW 


me to per! orm, would not pernit mie to 16- 
tire from the, tempie*: | obſerve, it was his 
In ather? $ but: acts. By th $ title of Fathe T. it 
1s plain, my hearers, was not meant Foleph, 
_ for Joſep! had Iett noth; ng for him to do; 
He poſieitc =d no office in the temple which 
couldafford any employ. He even was re- 
turning to Nezareth, and ſuppoſed his n 
Jelus,. to be mm their company. All « 
which ſhew that it was not Joſeph, his pre- 
tended father, uh God. .This buf! neſs they 
N1g ht have 117 1agincd V. a5 that of bis h eaver} Pl 
'F; ther, for Jeſus bak devoted bimfelf c 
to eligion, and aCC0! aingly it was his d efirs 
and plc: {ure to Co NS Father's WI, Il and ac- 
.complith his work.| Ihey| who 4 w to 
whom they are 1clated are ready lo acknow - 
Iedze their relations ;| and thoſe who are in- 


” 


tim: teiy .conne Qed In ſpiritual Concerns, are 
of one mind and inclination. at 1 leaſt {11C!N1 
thev. ſhould he; pF ntrcforc Chrilt reprovell 
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rage to thoſe who oppoſe 1 Chriit's miniſtry, 
1 hey requetted him to give tnem power to 
call fire trom theaven to conſume a village 
of Samaria ; but Chriſt turned, and ul 


them, ſaying, | *f'ye 00% 7 not what manner 


.of ſpirit ye are of.” it they had breathed 


tic ſpirit of © A ani Chriſtianity, they 
would not have made ſuch an inhuman rc 
quett. The (NE n {y{rem teacnes us to 
love our encmics, to blecis them - that curle, 
and as an eminent divine obferves, rather to 
call grace than fire from Heaven. Thele 
diſciples, we find, were UNacqt tainted with 
the ſpirit w his {hould Judas them, but 
Chriit in our text k 1eW it, and thercfore 
ſhe VW St 1 15 re] t 101 tO £&& 0a; | 

The truce motive whicn fthould induce us 
to delight in God's © BL 1s Ailo t!iic 
great 11 nport: 1nce of luc ordinances. I his is 
diſcoverable in the ſ-vcral paits of them, 
There 1s public worſhip m &et] Icral, and * | 
particular. tha faeraments, that of Baptifn 
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ievera] © Cireur {iances Felt no thereto, 
ail, if duiy reflected upon, wlll m wake us fen- 
| | {4 Wot IS tenfling t il our 
minds With tender ani pleatng cmotions ot 
God and future felicity. Þ his is th- true 
motive « hicly indicates that we oy 2a 1n 
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We demonſtrate this our delight by punc- 
tnality, To be punktual requires Us tO eX- 
cert both our men tal and cot poreal toculties, 
in order to exhibit 1t in 1ts txue light, It 1s 
{uch, that we niuſt ſhew 1t by early attach- 
ment In this our Saviour and his parents 
give a frrizing example, The text tells us, 
that his parents went|to Jeruſalem every year 
at the teait of {tis  palloyer, And when he, 

namely, Chriit, was twelve years old, he 
went up with them, after the. cuſtom of the 
feaſt. The laws of Moſes commanded that 
three feaſts ſhould be kept in a year, that of 
the paſlover, pentecoſt, and tabernacles, and 
that all the males were to appear there at 
theſe ſtated times, | Exod. XXlll. 14, 17. 
Deut. xvi. 16. To theſe, we may reaſon- 
ably ſuppole, Joſeph conſtantly attended, 
though re 1s not here mentioned. This 
feaſt of the paſſover, however, they kept, 
ſhewing their willingneſs to perform their 
_ duty, by frequenting the public ordinances. 
But what here particularly draws our atten- 
tion, is, the early attachment which Chriſt, 
our Lord, ſhewed to them, for he was but 
twelve years of age when he went with his 
' parents, for he was a child of, more wiflom 
and underſtanding than ordinarily appears in 
the world, and particularly of his age. This 


ſhews, my brethren, what the conduct or 
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ditty of parents is. They mutt be punCtual 
in atteading to public ordinances, thereby 
ſh-v ing their chil [ren a good XA ICs 
which will itimulate them to follow , and en- 
ly he { 1571.0 1! 44viieo 0B Thi 5 or! LVEeS them 
to underi{ta:, | that _ "oa a5 ohildaen CALL 
har with underſtanding, they thould bring 
them to the houſe of God, and dedicate 
them to his ſervice. And/when they are 
grown up, ty came. to: tne goſpel palloy cr, 

L.iC orwdl's [ 1DDET, . 1 hereb yl COmINg them- 
ſelves into a \nedrer con :!mynion with the 
Lord. Let i1is qxample of Jeſus be a mean, 

my young hcareis of bringtllg you into. the 
houſe of God, 4nd atten ig LO nis Ordie 


Put when We |ceme t0 th houſe of Gad, 
we mult not only make an early beginning, 
but WE mu:r be qttent ;'Ve to Wait is "ſpoken, 

ad tnrough the whole »f the {crvice be fin+ 
ccre and devout. |. It is by attention and de- : 
Votion that we thew our puactuality 1 IN per- 
forming Go.l's ofdinances. What does it 
prot us, belovell, it we frequent the houſe 
oO: Gol -witi! a [1TLind .Mled: with worldly 
afrans? And how ſhametiuR 1s it when we 
are under Re fol KM of tae polpe] to thew 

Q$3=4 Ch im | TR "Mit CAartt; Las | The houle of | 
Go41-is delicate Y and ict apart for public 
Woriluin and ſervice, and Conte quently we 
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ought to reverence it, by employing our 
whole time therein to religion, by ofter'ng 
up our prayers in it with Wor by not 
merely hearing God's word, but alſo re-- 
ſolving to obey it, by celcbrating the ſacred 
mylteries with humility and devotion. This 
will deftroy many evil impreſſions in our 
hearts, and correct many indecencies in our 
conduct. It will cauſe us to ſerve God in 
ſpirit and 1 in truth, and in all the ways of 
his appointed worthip, 

If we are punctual in the ordinances of 
God wernuſt thew it, by ſearching. tor the 
foundation. of ſuch | ordinances. © We mul? 
Inquire into the ; original cauſe, and into 
the circumſtances whe! 1 are infuential to 
continue-them. - We mult di{cover the end 
for which they were intftituted. A know- 
ledge of thels will aid us through all the 
opp ofition which we meet with, and teach 
us 1n What manner to regulate our hopes 1n 
the enjoyment of happi: els hercatier, Our 
punctuality 1s farthkr known by mt £"S 
into the minds of dur children a religious 
ecucation. hi 5 nfiructing the youn fea 
in the princip!-s of rel:pion,  tich as the 
Lord's prayer, ": the ten\comtuan dments, the 
ſacraments of baptiſm and Lora's ſapper--- 
without cauſing them|frequently to rcad the 
holy ſcriptures, and at the ſame time. 1m- 
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preſſing it upon their minds, in daily con- 
verſation, it is impoſlible_ that they could 
know their duty, and have a defire and de- 
lipht in performing it. This however, 
Chriſt's parents did, for they went with 
him to Jeruſalem, moſt certainly to inſtruct 
him in, an make him acquainted with the 

ewith rites. It 1s afterwards ſail, that 
he was found in the temple, in t1e miſt of 
the doctors, hearing them and aikting them 
queſtions, from which plainly appears 
that he muſt have received this know leige 
before, in order to have been qualined for 
- this impo-taat ſtation. Ani this religious. 
knowledge he muſt hve acquire} trom: his 
parents and the infl uence of the Holy Ghoſt 
upon him. Let t'1s example? then, parents, 
leal you to give your Chit. i i a religious 
education, for this alone will ard you the 
greatelt pleaſure, this alone will, it improve 
ed by them; Izad tiem to tine performance 
of God's bleffed will. Again, 

We are not on'y tv ſhew our delight in 


God? S OrdiNAances d / bc 1g DD! actual, Hit 


allo by perieverance. Is *þ not ſufficient 


tor us to g0 to the houſe of God, once, 
twice , Or | perhaps a to:iv times nrore ; Dut we 
mu{t continue in the- execution ct them. 

We mult tollow the example of Jo{-phr and 


Mary, What was this eminent exampie ? 
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It was this : they not only went to Jeru- 
ſalem vearly, upon thele appointed times, 
but alfo ** did not retura tili thev had ful- 
filled the days.” ' he Gays appointed | in the 
| la w of NV! ofes we © ſeven i hus tk: ie | 101le 
of theſe d YS they remained, though JL 3S 
1 fuppot d, that it - vas not abſolutcly nec (- 
ſary hat they i} ul ren 9P OTC | than the 


two firſt davs, after v hich many! returned 
ho TI% 1 j14T WS h6(\- [ b AS: , [ | ! \ f 
FS 17" IP 
Q1LIHl CISCTI,OELL oy TE1TI, W & -111ii) [ee CCica 1\ [11 
þ ; x p | 
the example of the child Teius. THe: initeal 
w 
, ' 
Of 1 ach” U tl 31S] Parents,” farrica bo- 
| alem: they | mL 
hind im Jeru!t alem, thereby hewins Nis 
| | ; A 1 ho Fo 
Giiobedience to his 1 FTCNtS, OF UNM ilingne! 


to return. with them, but'an inejimation an 
defire to bezin and ftnith ij ++ wh wh: c 
A I-11 ww |} his ety $4 


r him.-- From this exa mplc of Io Fer 1 Arn 
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Viary let pafents earth thc auty © Ffulflli: 7 
1c () 1 HAacc ; of Cot l tÞ rOmM "A Callie 
le of JEaus, lo 2f y 0 LING Th r1ons AiG|« hildren 
2arn to.be w illing and anxious to aueil in 


the houſe of the Lord.| - There 1s nothing 
more ac. eligh ttt 1, there 1s no UNINT more be- 


neficial.. © Laith 
It wedelzhttin the ordinances of God, 
we will evidence it inf our life and conver- 
ſation, tur It is Prog Iitive of much fruitful- 


nce{s: this we plainly tes from the conduct 
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of Mary, particularly in her meditations, 
She did not underſtand the ant{ wer which 
Jeſus returne4 to her, when ſhe reproved 
him for his remaining: behind. She. allo 
ſuppoſed that he was the promited eltah, 
and that he would reign upon the thrune oft 
bis father David. This notion would con- 
ſequenily lead her to think, that he ſhould 
rather be in the royal palace, than in the 
temple. She did not conceive that he was 
acting the office of a prophet. But the ne- 
verth-leſs kept all theſe ſayings of Jeſus, in 
her heart. Upon theſe the meditated, think- 
ing that they would be more clearly explain- 
ed and underſtood hereafter. This gives us 
to know, my brethren, that although we 
may frequently not underſtand, and doubt 
the expreſſions of mankind, yet we are not to 
aiſregard the words of Jeſus Chriſt. What- 
ever we find difficult to comprehend we 
ſhould leave to another period, in which we 
may become more fully acquainted and 
eſtabliſhed. Of this we have an example 
trom the diſciples of Jeſus. For Jeſus in a 
ſimilar expreſſion tells them of his death, 
ſaying ** Deſtr oy this temple and in three 
days [ will raiſe 1t up. This expreſſion, af- 
ter his death and reſurretion they remem= 
bred, and were ſenſible of its truth, and there- 


fore embraced the holy ſcriptures with greate 
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cr confid ence. Let us then not do as ma- 
ny in the preſent day, who reject whatever 
appears in the {criptures contradictory to 
their - narrow underſtanding. But let us 
follow Mz: ry, keeping all the divine exprej- 
lions 1n our minds, which we cannot tho- 
roughly. diſcover, and truſt in God for: the 
nearer manifetation of them. 

_ Its fruitfulneſs alfo appears in the life of 
Jeſus Chriſt. He, we are told, was fuilject 
to his parents. Although he withdrew 
from them, 1t was to {ihew that he was 
guided more by a divine than human nature, 
ar to attend to his heavenly father's buſi- 
neſs. Yet he was {dubje&t to them, he at- 
tended to their commands in every reipect, 
and in all probabi lity aſhbited his farther in 
his occupation. This is an example to 
cluldren how to condutt themſclves towards 
their Parents. 'T his ſhews how dutitul and 
obedient they ſhould be in all things, which 
their parents or guardians ac mand of them. 

He, who was Billed with ſack wildom wund 
under{tanding, as cauied all who heard him 
to be aitonitted 2<--1C, who wy fic / [01 ot 
God, and femr todo his father's will, thews 
the exainple' of obedience to parents, for he 
was {ubjet to them. Chriſt not cn'y 
ſhewed obedicnce, but alſo increaſe m 


wiidom and' ſtature, befoxe God. As he 
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orew in age, he grew in won. and in Zall 
the en "ooh ents of which the human ſ{oulis 
capable. AS the faculties of the foul Crew 
more and more apt, io the giſts it cel 
from _ 1jviiie nafure were more and nore 
exteniive and communicated. And, from 
this improvement, he wasiin favour with 
God 2nd man, that 1s, in all the graces both. 
human {nd divine, which Sdered him ac- 
cop! le both to God and man. Thus 
obterve, Mm) 7 beloved friends. the {lution & 
the words cf our text. T thall now con- 
clude by niaking ſome uſetul reflections 
upon the ſubject, and hope you may apply 
them to yourlelves individually. 

We ſcc from the words of our text, how 
pun tual the ordinances of God were ob- 
{erved kno! 12 the Jews, and particularly by 
| Tus Ciritt ind his parents. But how dit- 
terent 1s the appearance among. Chriſtians. 
Ve, who haveevery where Wochies erected, 
and conſecr ated for the ſervice of God ; we 
who have his mefienzers regularly eſtabliſh. 
ed therein, We procla ming the gnd tid- 
ins of the golpet unto all men, we ſhame- 
fully neviect the worthip and ordinances of 
God. #Fcw there are who: conſider their 
1mPportance, and very few who take delight. 
in keeping them. Men in' the preſent day 
will rather co to the. houſe of feaiting than 
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to the houſe of mourning ; rather go to « 


tavern, and ſpend all their ſubſtance there, 
and other places of abomination, than enter 


the houſe of God, and offer one penny either 


tor the ſupport of God's ſervants, or main- 
tenance of the poor, Even thoſe who think 


themielves good chriſtians, conſider it ſuſh- 
cient to worſhip God, three, or perhaps four 
times a year; but let them recollect that 
every Lord's Day 1s appointed to be kept 
holy. Others there are who proceed fur- 
ther, and go to the houſe of God one part 
of the ſabbath and ſpend the other in reſting, 


debauchery, intoxication, and taking the 


pleaſure of the world. In ſhort, we may 
turn our eyes every whers, and nothing but 
a ſhametul neglc&t of God's ordinances--- 
nothing but infidelity appears in all the ways 
and actions of chriſtians. But you who are 
guilty of profaning the days of public wor- 
{thip, or at any other time live in this un- 
chriſtian-like manner, remember that there 
is a God who behslds and knows all your 
thoughts, words and actions,---rememoecr 
there is a day of death, in which you will 
{ce the ſhame you have brought upon your- 


 {elves; and above all, remember there 1s a 
' day of judgment, a day in which your whole 


life on earth will be examined by the Lord 
of heaven and carth. Oh! let thele retiec- 
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+Þ & 
fions once enter your mind and be caretulls. 
Attended to. Let them once bring you to 
know and to dg your duty to God, your 
neighbour 'and yourlelves./ P's: 

But notwithſtanding the ordinances of 
God are ſo ſhamefully negleQed and deſpiſed, 
yet there is cauſe to rejoice, for they give us, 
who. delight 'inthem, great comfort. Al- 
though they have ever been, and are at pre- 
ſent undermined by infidels and deilts, yet 
are we blefled and comtorted with the con- 
tinuance and preſervation of them. And by 
receiving this comfort in the houſe of God, 
we feel and know that we have his preſence 
there, and are well affured that we ſhall en- 
ter into the regions above, and fog LINMMOr- 
tal glory and happineſs. 

In conſequence of enjoying comfort in 
this life, and pofſefling ſach confidence in 
the life to come, we are all well aſſured, that 
there is no perſon beyond; the neceſſity of 
theſe ordinances, This is a ſhameful and 
deſtructive error into. which ſore men fall, 
particularly in the” preſent age. It is vain 
to ſuppoſe, that when men have come to 
years of diſcretion, and made themſelves ac= 
quainted with religion, and the duties ir en= 
Joins, that they ſtand in no need of further 
inſtruction from God's ſervants, and can uf 
themſclyes proſecute what'is further required 
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Apes ſalvation. | Such men bear the pc. 
L-&1 


ar title of Seperatiſts, becauſe they ſepa- 
rate from the communion of chriſtians in 
 worſhiping God, and diſdain to receive fur- 
ther inſtruct ion from his miniſters in points 
of religious duties.” 

Againſt ſuch a line "of conduR, my be- 
Toved brethren, let us ever guard, for be afſ- 
ſured, that by thus paſſing your life here, 
you will affuredly forfeit the crown of glory, 
which is reſerved for you in heaven. O let 
me then intreat you, parents and guardians, 
to be ever mindful of and diligent in follow- 
ing the example ſhewn by the parents of our 
Saviour. Then it will appear, that your dc- 
' light is in keeping the law of the Lord, and 
then only will you ſhew that you meditate 
therein day and night. No leſs becoming is 
it for, and equally obligatory upon you, 
children and young of every age, to attend 
to this momentous and heavenly precedent 
of the bleſſed child Jeſus. Let not the toys 
and pleaſures of this world deceive you, and 
engage your attention, but be perſuaded of 
the laſting pleaſure and advantage reſulting 

from ſincerely worſhiping your. Creator in 
the days of your. youth. If you like him, 
follow your parents to the houſe of God, 
3n imitation of him, take delight in continu- 


ing there ; then, as you 1ncre 
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als wn age, you- 
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will receive an augmentation of wiſdom anq. 
grace, continually proceeding from. one de= _ } 
gree of perfection to another, and at length = 
be received into heaven, and there be re- 
warded with endleſs peace and felicity. And 
may the Lord God Almighty ſtrengthen our 
faith, and revive in us a heavenly defire to. 
follow the examples laid before us, that 


thereby we may be received into his favor 
for ever. Amen. 
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